
TOWN OF NISKAYUNA 
Conservation Advisory Council 

 

A G E N D A 
June 9 2021 

7:00 P.M. 
 

VIA REMOTE MEETING SOFTWARE 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
II. ROLL CALL 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 
IV. PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

 
V. ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FORM REFERRALS 

1. EAF 2021-04: 2147 Eastern Parkway – 3-story Mixed-Use building  
2. EAF 2021-05: 1 Research Circle -- cellular phone antennas on water tower 

 
VI. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. Historical Code  
 

VII.     REPORTS 
1. Natural Resource Inventory 2021 
2. Pesticide Outreach Update  
3. Low Mow / Biodiversity Initiatives Update 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 

Next Meeting: July 7, 2021 
AT 7 PM 
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TOWN OF NISKAYUNA 
CONSERVATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 

 
AGENDA STATEMENT 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. V. 1                             MEETING DATE: 6/9/2021 
 
ITEM TITLE:  2143 / 2147 Eastern Parkway – Application for Site Plan Review for a 3-story 
Mixed Use Development (MUD) of professional office and apartments (EAF 2021-04) 
 

PROJECT LEAD: David D’Arpino 
 
APPLICANT: Lou Lecce 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Laura Robertson, Town Planner 

 
 

REVIEWED BY:  
 Planning Board & Zoning Commission  Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA)   Town Board 
 OTHER 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Resolution  Site Plan   Map  Report  Other:  
 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
Lou Lecce, owner of 2143 / 2147 Eastern Parkway, submitted an application to demolish the 
existing 1 story office building and build a 3 story mixed use building in its place.  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The project involves the development of the 0.66 acre parcel of land that contains an existing 
single-story commercial use building into a 14,995 sq. ft. three-story mixed use building.  The 
existing building would be removed and a new building would be constructed closer to Eastern 
Parkway.  The first floor would include 2,500 sq. ft. medical / professional office use and two 
apartments.  The second and third floors would have four apartments per floor for a total of ten 
apartments.  Site improvements would be limited to include utility upgrades to support the larger 
building and parking lot modifications to account for greater parking demands.   
 
2143 / 2147 Eastern Parkway is located within the C-N Neighborhood Commercial zoning 
district.  Office buildings for general business and medical offices are permitted principal uses 
limited to reuse and/or expansion by not more than 25% of an existing building in the C-N 
zoning district.  All new office buildings for general business, medical offices and neighborhood 
mixed use buildings are special principal uses within the C-N district and therefore require a 
special use permit from the Town Board.  
 
A one-page drawing entitled “Concept Site Plan Mixed Use Development 2143 / 2147 Eastern 
Parkway Town of Niskayuna, Schenectady Co. NY” authored by M.J. Engineering and Land 
Surveying, P.C. Clifton Park, NY dated Jan 25, 2018 with a most recent revision of Rev 2 4/6/21 
was provided with the application.      
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5/10/21 -- The applicant appeared at the 5/10/21 PB meeting and updated the Board on several 
topics including potential locations for covered parking, extending the sidewalk all the way to the 
side property lines and providing elevation renderings of the proposed building for the ARB to 
review. On 5/20/21 Mr. Lecce provided a first pass elevation sketch of a proposed building 
exterior for the PO and ARB, attached to this packet.  
 
The CAC reviewed the project and had concerns with the height of a 3 story building in a 
residential neighborhood and wanted it to be reviewed to fit with the surrounding parcels. They 
did like that the parking was behind the building. The Complete Streets committee asked for the 
sidewalks to be extended to the parcel lines.  
 
5/24/21 – At their 5/24/21 meeting the PB reviewed and discussed a rendering of the proposed 
building by Mackenzie Architects P.C. dated 5/21/21.  They acknowledged the project will 
require a PB public hearing and a recommendation from the PB to the TB regarding the mixed 
use building as well as a public hearing and TB approval.          
 
5/26/21 – The Architectural Review Board (ARB) reviewed the rendering created by Mackenzie 
Architects and provided suggestions to enhance the façade above the front door.  They agreed 
to hold a future meeting with the applicant. 
 
The next step for the CAC is to complete its recommendation on environmental impacts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Short Environment Assessment Form (EAF) 
Conservation Advisory Council (CAC)  

SEQR Review and Findings 
June 9, 2021 

 
 
 
To:   Niskayuna Town Board and Planning and Zoning Commission 
From:   Niskayuna Conservation Advisory Council (CAC) 
 
RE:  2147 Eastern Parkway – 3 Story Mixed Use Development (MUD) Professional Office & 

Apartments  
 
Project Description 
 
Lou Lecce, owner of 2147 Eastern Parkway, submitted an application for site plan review to demolish the 
existing 1 story office building and build a 3 story mixed use building in its place on the 0.66 acre parcel of land.  
The new building would be located closer to Eastern Parkway.  The first floor would include 2,500 sq. ft. of 
medical / professional office use and two apartments.  The second and third floors would have four 
apartments per floor for a total of ten apartments.   
 
2143 / 2147 Eastern Parkway is located within the C-N Neighborhood Commercial zoning district.  Office 
buildings for general business and medical offices are permitted principal uses limited to reuse and/or 
expansion by not more than 25% of an existing building in the C-N zoning district.  All new office buildings for 
general business, medical offices and neighborhood mixed use buildings are special principal uses within the C-
N district and therefore require a special use permit from the Town Board.  
 
A one-page drawing entitled “Concept Site Plan Mixed Use Development 2143 / 2147 Eastern Parkway Town of 
Niskayuna, Schenectady Co. NY” authored by M.J. Engineering and Land Surveying, P.C. Clifton Park, NY dated 
Jan 25, 2018 with a most recent revision of Rev 2 4/6/21 was provided with the application.      
 
Part 2 – Impact Assessment  
 
In their review of the project and the EAF, the CAC made the following findings: 
 

1. Will the proposed action create a material conflict with an adopted land use plan or zoning 
regulations?  

 
2. Will the proposed action result in a change in the use or intensity of use of land? 

 
3. Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of the existing community? 

 
4. Will the proposed action have an impact on the environmental characteristics that caused the 

establishment of a Critical Environmental Area (CEA)? 
 

5. Will the proposed action result in an adverse change in the existing level of traffic or affect existing 
infrastructure for mass transit, biking or walkway? 

 
6. Will the proposed action cause an increase in the use of energy and it fails to incorporate reasonably 

available energy conservation or renewable energy opportunities? 
 



7. Will the proposed action impact existing: 
a) Public / private water supplies? 
b) Public / private wastewater treatment utilities? 

 
8. Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of important historic, archaeological, 

architectural or aesthetic resources?  
 

9. Will the proposed action result in an adverse change to natural resources (e.g. wetlands, waterbodies, 
groundwater, air quality, flora and fauna)? 

 
10. Will the proposed action result in an increase in the potential for erosion, flooding or drainage 

problems? 
 

11. Will the proposed action create a hazard to environmental resources or human health? 
 
 
Part 3 – Determination of Significance  
 
 
 
 
DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
SAMPLE ONLY -- Taking these findings in the context of their discussions about the positive impacts of an 
average density development and neighborhood / park connectivity with the negative impacts of additional 
traffic to a community, the Conservation Advisory Council found that there would not be significant 
environmental effects from this proposal, provided that traffic impacts were mitigated for the existing 
residents. A member noted it was important to honor the Complete Streets recommendation and 
Comprehensive Plan. Two members noted that it was important to pursue serious mitigation of traffic on the 
Windsor corridor.  

 
The Conservation Advisory Council voted 5-2 (with one abstention) for a recommendation to the Town Board to 

determine that the potential environmental impacts of the proposed action are not significant with the 
condition that traffic is mitigated on Windsor Drive through traffic calming measures. The two dissenting votes 

noted they would like to see further study of the traffic.  
 

The CAC unanimously requested that the Planning and Town Board require a deed restriction for the proposed 
open space to be dedicated to the Town, so that it remains forever wild.    

 
 
 
 



Revision 03-09-05

TOWN OF NISKAYUNA
Application for Site Plan Review

Applicant (Owner or Agent): Location:

Name _______________________________ Number & Street ____________________

Address _____________________________ Section-Block-Lot ______ - ______- _____

              _____________________________

Telephone ___________ Fax _____________ Zoning District ______________________

Proposal Description:

Each site plan application shall be accompanied by:

1. Twelve (12) site plan maps prepared by a licensed engineer, architect or surveyor.

a. The site plan shall include the following:  the title of the drawing, including the
name(s), address(es), phone and fax numbers of the applicant and the name
address, phone and fax number of the person, firm or organization preparing the
map.

b. The North point, date and scale.
c. Boundaries of the property.
d. Existing watercourses and direction of existing and proposed drainage flow.
e. The location of all proposed site improvements; proposed water and utility

facilities; a description of the method of sewage disposal and location of such
facilities; the location of all proposed signs; and location of proposed areas of
vegetation.

2. A lighting plan showing the lighting distribution of existing or proposed lights,
specifications, photometric data, and catalog cuts of the proposed fixture(s) which meet
the requirements of Article VIIIB of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Niskayuna
entitled “Guidelines for Lighting of Outdoor Areas under Site Plan Review”.

3. Six (6) copies of the short or long Environmental Assessment Form (EAF), as required
by 6NYCRR Part 617, “State Environmental Quality Review”, and Chapter 95,
“Environmental Quality Review”, of the Code of the Town of Niskayuna.
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1533 Crescent Road 

Clifton Park, NY 12065 

Phone: 518.371.0799 

Fax: 518.371.0822 

mjelspc@mjels.com 

mjels.com 

New York, NY • Long Island, NY • Sewell, NJ • Melbourne, FL 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

Project Narrative 

Eastern Parkway Mixed Use Development 
 

April 6, 2021, Revised April 23, 2021 

 

Project Eastern Parkway Mixed Use 

Development 

2143 / 2147 Eastern Parkway 

Niskayuna, NY 12309 

Tax Map ID: 50.10-3-32.11 

 

  

Applicant Lecce Development Co, LLC 

c/o Lou Lecce, Esq 

40 British American Blvd 

Latham, NY 12110 

 

Owner Lecce Development Co, LLC 

40 British American Blvd 

Latham, NY 12110 

 

GENERAL PROJECT OVERVIEW 
 

The project involves the development of an existing parcel, totaling 0.66 acres of land that contains an existing 

single story commercial use into a 14,995 s.f. three-story mixed use. The existing building would be removed and a 

new three story building constructed, closer to Eastern Parkway.  The first floor would include a 2,500 s.f of medical 

/ professional office use and two apartments. The second and third floors would have four apartments per floor for 

a total of ten apartments.  

 

The parcel is located within the CN Neighborhood/Commercial zoning district. Medical / professional and mixed-

use residential developments are permitted as of right within the CN district. 

 

The parcel is located along Eastern Parkway with two existing access entrances. These access points would be 

retained as part of the development.  The land is currently owned by Lecce Development Co, LLC.  

 

The parcel is currently serviced by public water and public sewer from the Town of Niskayuna. All improvements 

proposed shall be owned and operated by the landowner with nothing being conveyed to the Town of Niskayuna.    

 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

 
Roadways and Site Access 

 

The existing parcels are provided access to a public right-of-way (Eastern Parkway) via existing access points 

that directly enter the existing parking lot.  

 

The existing parking lot would be modified to accommodate additional parking spaced. Based upon the use 

proposed, the total required parking spaces is 1/175 s.f. for the office space and 2 spaces per apartment unit 

for a total of 34 parking spaces. The concept plan developed provides 33 parking spaced. In accordance with 

the Town Zoning, the Planning Board has the authority to grant a 25% reduction in the minimum required parking 

spaces. With a mixed-use development, the uses proposed are complementary, making shared parking 

between the two uses a viable option. As such, the applicant will request a reduction of 1 space from the 

minimum required.  

 

mailto:mjelspc@mjels.com


 

2143/2147 Eastern Parkway Mixed-Use Development 

April 6, 2021, Rev April 23, 2021 
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Potable Water 

 

The existing parcel is within a Town of Niskayuna Water District and an individual water service connection 

reportedly extending from a Town water main within the public right of way. As part of the project, a new water 

service may be necessary based upon project demands. Based upon the proposed use, the average day 

water demand is expected to be 2,500 gallons per day  

 

Sewage Disposal 

 

The existing parcel is within a Town of Niskayuna Sewer District and an individual sewer service connection 

reportedly extending from a Town sewer main within the public right of way. As part of the project, the existing 

sewer lateral will be reused. Based upon the proposed use, the average day sewage generation is expected 

to be 2,500 gallons per day  

 

Stormwater Management 

 

It is expected that the project will disturb between 0.5 acres and 1 acre of land. As such, it will not be subject to 

the NYSDEC General Permit GP-0-15-002 but must comply with the requirements of Chapter 180 of the Town of 

Niskayuna Town Code. This will require the preparation of a "basic' SWPPP submitted to the Town of Niskayuna 

only.  

 

STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW ACT (SEQRA) 
 

Based upon the scope of the proposed project, it is believed to be an Unlisted SEQRA action. It is believed that over 

the course of the project’s review, adequate information will be provided to potentially support the issuance of a 

negative declaration by the Lead Agency under SEQRA.  

 

PERMITS / APPROVALS 
 

Based upon the conceptual plan developed, it is believed that the regulatory approvals that would be necessary 

are as follows: 

 

• Town of Niskayuna Planning Board: Site Plan approval. 

• Schenectady County Planning Board: 239m referral   

 

Other agencies having jurisdiction may be identified over the course of the project’s review. 
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Attachment A 
Existing Site Photographs  
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Photograph 1: From Eastern Parkway, looking northwest into site. Existing drive in the foreground 
with existing building and parking lot in the background 

Photograph 2: From Eastern Parkway, looking north into site. Existing building in the background 
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2,500 SF OFFICE - 2 APARTMENT UNITS (1ST FLOOR)

8 APARTMENT UNITS (2ND & 3RD FLOOR)
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Short Environmental Assessment Form 
Part 1 - Project Information

Instructions for Completing              

Part 1 - Project Information.  The applicant or project sponsor is responsible for the completion of Part 1.  Responses 
become part of the application for approval or funding, are subject to public review, and may be subject to further verification.  
Complete Part 1 based on information currently available.  If additional research or investigation would be needed to fully 
respond to any item, please answer as thoroughly as possible based on current information.   

Complete all items in Part 1.  You may also provide any additional information which you believe will be needed by or useful 
to the lead agency; attach additional pages as necessary to supplement any item. 

Part 1 - Project and Sponsor Information 

Name of Action or Project:  

Project Location (describe, and attach a location map): 

Brief Description of Proposed Action: 

Name of Applicant or Sponsor: Telephone:  

E-Mail: 

Address: 

City/PO: State:  Zip Code: 

1. Does the proposed action only involve the legislative adoption of a plan, local law, ordinance,
administrative rule, or regulation?

If Yes, attach a narrative description of the intent of the proposed action and the environmental resources that 
may be affected in the municipality and proceed to Part 2.  If no, continue to question 2. 

NO   YES 

2. Does the proposed action require a permit, approval or funding from any other governmental Agency?
If Yes, list agency(s) name and permit or approval: 

NO   YES 

3.a. Total acreage of the site of the proposed action?   ___________ acres 
b. Total acreage to be physically disturbed?  ___________ acres 
c. Total acreage (project site and any contiguous properties) owned

or controlled by the applicant or project sponsor?  ___________acres  

4. Check all land uses that occur on, adjoining and near the proposed action.
  9 Urban    9 Rural (non-agriculture)      9 Industrial      9 Commercial     9 Residential (suburban)   
  9 Forest 9 Agriculture   9 Aquatic 9 Other (specify): _________________________ 

  9 Parkland 

Page 1 of 3

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90156.html
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http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90390.html
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5. Is the proposed action,
a. A permitted use under the zoning regulations?

b. Consistent with the adopted comprehensive plan?

NO   YES N/A 

6. Is the proposed action consistent with the predominant character of the existing built or natural
landscape? 

NO   YES 

7. Is the site of the proposed action located in, or does it adjoin, a state listed Critical Environmental Area?
If Yes, identify: __________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO   YES 

8.   a. Will the proposed action result in a substantial increase in traffic above present levels? 

b. Are public transportation service(s) available at or near the site of the proposed action?

c. Are any pedestrian accommodations or bicycle routes available on or near site of the proposed action?

NO   YES 

9. Does the proposed action meet or exceed the state energy code requirements?
If the proposed action will exceed requirements, describe design features and technologies: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO   YES 

10. Will the proposed action connect to an existing public/private water supply?

         If  No, describe method for providing potable water: ______________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO   YES 

11. Will the proposed action connect to existing wastewater utilities?

If  No, describe method for providing wastewater treatment: ________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO   YES 

12.  a. Does the site contain a structure that is listed on either the State or National Register of Historic 
Places?   

b. Is the proposed action located in an archeological sensitive area?

NO   YES 

13. a. Does any portion of the site of the proposed action, or lands adjoining the proposed action, contain 
wetlands or other waterbodies regulated by a federal, state or local agency? 

b. Would the proposed action physically alter, or encroach into, any existing wetland or waterbody?
If Yes, identify the wetland or waterbody and extent of alterations in square feet or acres: _______________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO   YES 

14. Identify the typical habitat types that occur on, or are likely to be found on the project site.  Check all that apply:
  Shoreline   Forest   Agricultural/grasslands   Early mid-successional

  Wetland    Urban   Suburban

15. Does the site of the proposed action contain any species of animal, or associated habitats, listed
 by the State or Federal government as threatened or endangered? 

NO   YES 

16. Is the project site located in the 100 year flood plain? NO   YES 

17. Will the proposed action create storm water discharge, either from point or non-point sources?
If Yes, 

a. Will storm water discharges flow to adjacent properties?    NO       YES 

b. Will storm water discharges be directed to established conveyance systems (runoff and storm drains)?
If Yes, briefly describe:                                                                                               NO       YES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO   YES 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90444.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90444.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90449.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90449.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90454.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90470.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90492.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90497.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90507.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90512.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90512.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90517.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90517.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90194.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90545.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90545.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90565.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90575.html


18. Does the proposed action include construction or other activities that result in the impoundment of

water or other liquids (e.g. retention pond, waste lagoon, dam)?

If Yes, explain purpose and size:

NO YES

19. Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the location of an active or closed

solid waste management facility?

If Yes, describe:

NO YES

20. Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the subject ofremediation (ongoing or
completed) for hazardous waste?

If Yes, describe:

NO YES

I AFFIRM THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY
KNOWLEDGE

Applicant/sponsor n;

Signature:

Bianchi, PE (agent for applicant) Date:. 4/6/21
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EAF Mapper Summary Report Thursday, July 20, 2017 9:38 PM

Disclaimer:   The EAF Mapper is a screening tool intended to assist 
project sponsors and reviewing agencies in preparing an environmental 
assessment form (EAF). Not all questions asked in the EAF are 
answered by the EAF Mapper. Additional information on any EAF 
question can be obtained by consulting the EAF Workbooks.  Although 
the EAF Mapper provides the most up-to-date digital data available to 
DEC, you may also need to contact local or other data sources in order 
to obtain data not provided by the Mapper. Digital data is not a 
substitute for agency determinations.

Part 1 / Question 7  [Critical Environmental 
Area]

No

Part 1 / Question 12a  [National Register of 
Historic Places]

No

Part 1 / Question 12b  [Archeological Sites] Yes

Part 1 / Question 13a [Wetlands or Other 
Regulated Waterbodies]

No

Part 1 / Question 15 [Threatened or 
Endangered Animal]

No

Part 1 / Question 16 [100 Year Flood Plain] No

Part 1 / Question 20 [Remediation Site] No

1Short Environmental Assessment Form - EAF Mapper Summary Report
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TOWN OF NISKAYUNA 
CONSERVATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 

 
AGENDA STATEMENT 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. V. 2                             MEETING DATE: 6/9/2021 
 
ITEM TITLE:  1 Research Circle – Application for Site Plan Review and special use permit for 
wireless antennas at 1 Research Circle -- GE (EAF 2021-05) 
 

PROJECT LEAD: Chris LaFlamme 
 

APPLICANT: David Brennan, of Young / Sommer LLC, representing Verizon Wireless, on 
behalf of General Electric (property owner) 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Laura Robertson, Town Planner 

 
 

REVIEWED BY:  
 Planning Board & Zoning Commission  Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA)   Town Board 
 OTHER 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Resolution  Site Plan   Map  Report  Other:  
 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
David Brennan, acting on behalf of the General Electric Company, submitted an Application for 
Site Plan Review dated 4/26/21 for the placement of an unmanned public utility / personal 
wireless service facility on an existing water tower. The application proposes the installation of 
antennas and related equipment on the legs of the tank below the water drum at 1 Research 
Circle at the GE Global Research and Development Center.  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The property at 1 Research Circle lies within I-R Research and Development zoning district.   
 
The application drawings show where the water tower is located on the property, where the 
antennas would be mounted on the water tower and the size and location of other equipment 
associated with the project. 
 
Part One and Part Two of a completed Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) dated 4/2/21 
were submitted with the site plan and special use permit applications.  
 
5/10/21 Planning Board (PB) meeting -- The applicant explained the project as including 14 
wireless antennas installed at two levels on the legs of the tower (70’ & 160’) and will fill some 
gaps in local wireless phone service coverage.  Town zoning code recommends collocating 
communications antennas on existing structures so the proposed approach complies with code 
(with a special use permit).  The PB verbally called for a public hearing at the 5/24/21 PB 
meeting. 
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5/24/21 PB meeting – A public hearing was held.  No residents chose to be heard in either 
support or opposition of the project.  It was confirmed that additional wireless antennas could be 
added in the future and that only a building permit would be required (no Planning Board action 
required). 
 
6/7/21 PB meeting – The Planning Board approved Resolution 2021-21 making a favorable 
recommendation to the Town Board on a special use permit for the wireless antennas.   
 
The next step for the CAC is to review and discuss the project and complete its 
recommendation on environmental impacts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Short Environment Assessment Form (EAF) 
Conservation Advisory Council (CAC)  

SEQR Review and Findings 
June 9, 2021 

 
 
 
To:   Niskayuna Town Board and Planning and Zoning Commission 
From:   Niskayuna Conservation Advisory Council (CAC) 
 
RE:  1 Research Circle – Application for Site Plan Review and special use permit for wireless 

antennas at 1 Research Circle -- GE (EAF 2021-05) 
 
Project Description 
 
David Brennan, acting on behalf of the General Electric Company, submitted an Application for Site Plan 
Review dated 4/26/21 for the placement of an unmanned public utility / personal wireless service facility on an 
existing water tower. The application proposes the installation of antennas and related equipment on the legs 
of the tank below the water drum at 1 Research Circle at the GE Global Research and Development Center.  
 
The property at 1 Research Circle lies within I-R Research and Development zoning district.   
 
A large 106 page drop box file entitled “RexfordMohawk_Zoning Application_20210426” was provided by the 
applicant.  The file includes a 7 page drawing set entitled “Rexford Mohawk RE Project Number: 20202098338 
Location Code: 602132” by Tectonic Engineering Consultants, Geologists & Land Surveyors, DPC  most recently 
revised to Rev 1 and dated 4/27/21.      
 
The drawings show where the water tower is located on the property, where the antennas would be mounted 
on the water tower and the size and location of other equipment associated with the project. 
 
The applicant explained the project as including 14 wireless antennas installed at two levels on the legs of the 
tower (70’ & 160’) and will fill some gaps in local wireless phone service coverage.  Town zoning code 
recommends collocating communications antennas on existing structures so the proposed approach complies 
with code (with a special use permit).   
 
Part 2 – Impact Assessment  
 
In their review of the project and the EAF, the CAC made the following findings: 
 

1. Will the proposed action create a material conflict with an adopted land use plan or zoning 
regulations?  

 
2. Will the proposed action result in a change in the use or intensity of use of land? 

 
3. Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of the existing community? 

 
4. Will the proposed action have an impact on the environmental characteristics that caused the 

establishment of a Critical Environmental Area (CEA)? 
 

5. Will the proposed action result in an adverse change in the existing level of traffic or affect existing 
infrastructure for mass transit, biking or walkway? 



 
6. Will the proposed action cause an increase in the use of energy and it fails to incorporate reasonably 

available energy conservation or renewable energy opportunities? 
 

7. Will the proposed action impact existing: 
a) Public / private water supplies? 
b) Public / private wastewater treatment utilities? 

 
8. Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of important historic, archaeological, 

architectural or aesthetic resources?  
 

9. Will the proposed action result in an adverse change to natural resources (e.g. wetlands, waterbodies, 
groundwater, air quality, flora and fauna)? 

 
10. Will the proposed action result in an increase in the potential for erosion, flooding or drainage 

problems? 
 

11. Will the proposed action create a hazard to environmental resources or human health? 
 
 
Part 3 – Determination of Significance  
 
 
 
 
DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
SAMPLE ONLY -- Taking these findings in the context of their discussions about the positive impacts of an 
average density development and neighborhood / park connectivity with the negative impacts of additional 
traffic to a community, the Conservation Advisory Council found that there would not be significant 
environmental effects from this proposal, provided that traffic impacts were mitigated for the existing 
residents. A member noted it was important to honor the Complete Streets recommendation and 
Comprehensive Plan. Two members noted that it was important to pursue serious mitigation of traffic on the 
Windsor corridor.  

 
The Conservation Advisory Council voted 5-2 (with one abstention) for a recommendation to the Town Board to 

determine that the potential environmental impacts of the proposed action are not significant with the 
condition that traffic is mitigated on Windsor Drive through traffic calming measures. The two dissenting votes 

noted they would like to see further study of the traffic.  
 

The CAC unanimously requested that the Planning and Town Board require a deed restriction for the proposed 
open space to be dedicated to the Town, so that it remains forever wild.    
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TOWN OF NISKAYUNA
Application for Site Plan Review

Applicant (Owner or Agent): Location:

Name _______________________________ Number & Street ____________________

Address _____________________________ Section-Block-Lot ______ - ______- _____

              _____________________________

Telephone ___________ Fax _____________ Zoning District ______________________

Proposal Description:

Each site plan application shall be accompanied by:

1. Twelve (12) site plan maps prepared by a licensed engineer, architect or surveyor.

a. The site plan shall include the following:  the title of the drawing, including the
name(s), address(es), phone and fax numbers of the applicant and the name
address, phone and fax number of the person, firm or organization preparing the
map.

b. The North point, date and scale.
c. Boundaries of the property.
d. Existing watercourses and direction of existing and proposed drainage flow.
e. The location of all proposed site improvements; proposed water and utility

facilities; a description of the method of sewage disposal and location of such
facilities; the location of all proposed signs; and location of proposed areas of
vegetation.

2. A lighting plan showing the lighting distribution of existing or proposed lights,
specifications, photometric data, and catalog cuts of the proposed fixture(s) which meet
the requirements of Article VIIIB of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Niskayuna
entitled “Guidelines for Lighting of Outdoor Areas under Site Plan Review”.

3. Six (6) copies of the short or long Environmental Assessment Form (EAF), as required
by 6NYCRR Part 617, “State Environmental Quality Review”, and Chapter 95,
“Environmental Quality Review”, of the Code of the Town of Niskayuna.
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4. If the application is being made by someone other than the current property owner, the
applicant or the agent for the applicant must provide proof that they are authorized to
pursue this site plan approval.  Such proof may be in the form of a contract for sale or
letter by the current owner that the applicant/agent is authorized to proceed with this
application.

5. Administration Fees:  An application for site plan approval shall be submitted to the
Planning Board at least ten (10) business days prior to a regular meeting of the Planning
Board.  Each petition shall be accompanied by a minimum fee of two hundred dollars
($200.00) plus an additional fee based on the square footage of new building
construction.  Fees are payable to the Town of Niskayuna.

6. Consulting Fees:  The cost incurred by the Town for the review of an application by the
Town Engineer, consulting engineering firm or other consulting fees, in connection with
a Board’s review of a proposed application shall be charged to the applicant.  The Board
to whom the application is made shall obtain an estimate from any designated consultant
of the amount sufficient to defray the cost of such services and shall collect from the
applicant the estimated charges.  Any portion of the estimated charges so collected,
which are not expended by the Town, shall be returned to the applicant.  Any such costs
incurred by the Town beyond the estimated charges initially collected from the applicant,
shall be collected from the applicant prior to final action upon the application.

Signature of applicant: _____________________________________ Date:_________________

Signature of owner (if different from applicant): ______________________________________

Date: _____________________

April 26, 2021

See TAB 2 for Owner Authorization

April 16, 2021



TOWN OF NISKAYUNA
Application for Special Use Permit

APPLICANT (Owner or Agent): LOCATION:

Name: _________________________________ Number & Street:_______________________

Address: _______________________________ Section-Block-Lot: ______-______-________

       _______________________________

Telephone: _____________ Fax: ___________ Zoning District: ________________________

Proposal Description:

Each special use permit application shall be accompanied by a site plan for which there are
additional fees.

Each application shall be accompanied by twelve (12) site plan maps and six (6) copies of the
long Environmental Assessment Form (EAF).

Administration Fees:  An application for a special use permit shall be submitted to the Town
Board at least ten (10) days prior to a regular meeting of the Town Board.  An application shall
be submitted in accordance with Article X of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Niskayuna.
Each petition shall be accompanied by a fee of three hundred dollars ($300.00), payable to the
Town of Niskayuna and presented to the Town Clerk.

Consulting Fees:  The cost incurred by the Town for the review of an application by the Town
Engineer, consulting engineering firm or other consulting fees, in connection with a Board’s
review of a proposed application shall be charged to the applicant.  The Board to whom the
application is made shall obtain an estimate from any designated consultant of the amount
sufficient to defray the cost of such services and shall collect from the applicant the estimated
charges.  Any portion of the estimated charges so collected, which are not expended by the
Town, shall be returned to the applicant.  Any such costs incurred by the Town beyond the
estimated charges initially collected from the applicant, shall be collected from the applicant
prior to final action upon the application.

Signature of applicant: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Signature of owner (if different from applicant): ______________________________________

Date: ___________________

April 26, 2021

April 16, 2021

See TAB 2 for Owner Authorization
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Verizon Wireless seeks a Special Use Permit from the Town of Niskayuna Town Board 
and Site Plan Approval from the Town of Niskayuna Planning Board for its application, under 
the Town’s Telecommunications Facilities Law, Zoning Law §220-32.4 et seq.2 
 
II. Purpose of the Telecommunications Facility 

 
 The purpose of the proposed telecommunications facility is to provide additional wireless 
network bandwidth and improved performance to the northeastern portion of the Town of 
Niskayuna. Verizon’s wireless network currently has areas of poor-to-no coverage in 
northeastern Niskayuna and extending into western Clifton Park, including into the homes, 
business and traveling public generally between Mohawk River State Park and the River Rd/NY-
146 intersection across the northern portions of the Town of Niskayuna. Verizon’s closest wireless 
facilities to the proposed Rexford Mohawk site in the Town of Niskayuna are its “Balltown Rd” 
facility (1.7± miles south off NY-146 near Mohawk Golf Club) and its “Schenectady Airport” 
facility (1.7± miles west at the US Army Reserve Center). Due to heavy customer usage on Verizon 
Wireless’ 4th Generation LTE network and environmental factors such as dense vegetation and 
widely varying terrain in this area, Verizon Wireless’ nearest existing macro sites at Balltown 
Road and Schenectady Airport cannot adequately satisfy the existing and emerging usage 
demand in this region and throughout the surrounding area. 

 
In choosing the water tower as a potential location for this facility, Verizon Wireless hopes 

to satisfy its objectives of providing an acceptable and reliable level of coverage and capacity in 
this portion of the Town, while also satisfying the Town’s preference for collocation of wireless 
facilities on existing buildings and structures. Zoning Law § 220-32.4(C). By collocating its 
equipment on the existing GE water tank, Verizon will expand its advanced 700MHz, 850MHz, 
PCS (1900 MHz), and AWS (2100 MHz) 4th Generation services throughout the northeastern 
portions of Town. More specifically, the facility will improve coverage and network performance 
over an approximately 1.4 mile stretch along and surrounding River Rd generally north of 
Mohawk River Park, as well as into the homes and neighborhood roads in the area (Windsor Dr, 
Briar Ridge, Pheasant Ridge, Chestnut Ln, Riverhill Blvd, Lynnwood Dr, Middle St and East St 
to name a few), Blatnick Park, Mohawk River State Park, Niskayuna Soccer Park, Mohawk 
Hudson Bikeway, Knolls Atomic Power Laboratory, GE Global Research, GE Renewable Energy 
Learning Center, SI Group Inc, and Craig Elementary School. New and improved coverage will 
also be provided to the homes and recreational areas along the Mohawk River between Lock 7 
Boat Launch and NY-146 and extending into western Clifton Park, including Mohawk River 
Country Club, Edison Club and the Rexford Hamlet area. In this particular instance, Verizon 
Wireless was aware of and specifically targeted General Electric’s water tank, as the tank is 
located near the River Road/NY-146 intersection on an elevated ridgeline and offers sufficient 
height such that antennas collocated on it are able to maintain relatively unobstructed radio line-
of-site paths into northeastern Niskayuna and along/surrounding the River Rd/NY-146 
intersection into western Clifton Park. [See TAB 6]. 
 

 
2 For the reasons set forth herein, Verizon Wireless believes that its project complies in all material respects 
with the provisions of the Niskayuna Zoning Law and that no additional approvals or relief are required. 
To the extent that an additional approval or relief is required, Verizon Wireless submits these materials in 
support of such approval(s). 
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III. Description of Land Use 
 

Verizon Wireless’ proposed new telecommunications facilities will consist of the 
components described above, and access to the communications facility will be by the existing 
driveways into the premises from River Road over a proposed 20’ wide access easement [see 
Zoning Drawings, C-2, TAB 11]. The total project area is a minimal portion of the existing parcel, 
limited to a 16’ x 22.5’ fenced lease area and areas on the surface of the existing water tank, where 
equipment would be mounted [see Zoning Drawings C-2 and C-3, TAB 11]. These drawings also 
show the size and location of the associated equipment.  

  
The proposed communications facility is unmanned and will be visited for routine 

maintenance purposes approximately 1 – 3 times per month (only as needed). As such, the project 
will not have any impact on existing water and sewage services. In addition, neither pedestrian 
nor vehicular access to the premises will be impacted [see Zoning Drawings at TAB 11].  

 
IV. Compliance with Telecommunications Facilities Requirements 
 

The proposed communications facility complies in all material respects with the 
Telecommunications Facilities Requirements of the Town of Niskayuna Zoning Law:  

 
1. General Criteria: The Applicant has provided documentation which 

demonstrates, in accordance with Niskayuna Zoning Law § 220-32.4 that:  
 
a. This facility is necessary to provide adequate service to locations Verizon 

Wireless is not able to serve with existing facilities [TAB 6];  
b. Conforms to all applicable Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 

[TABS 5 and 7]; 
c. Will be designed and constructed in a manner which minimizes visual 

impact [TAB 1, 9 and 11]; and 
d. Is the most appropriate for this facility [TAB 6]. 

 
2. Site Plan: The Applicant has provided a Zoning Site Plan that documents 

compliance with all applicable requirements of the Town of Niskayuna Zoning 
Law for Telecommunications Facilities at § 220-32.4 et seq. See, Zoning Site Plan of 
Tectonic Engineering & Surveying Consultants, P.C. at TAB 11. 

 
3. Design Criteria: The Applicant has designed its proposed water tower mounted 

facility in a manner that materially complies with all antenna-specific design and 
siting criteria in the Town’s Zoning Law at § 220-32.4(C)(1): 

 
a. COMPLIANCE WITH SITING PREFERENCES: As noted above, the 

proposed location has been selected in accordance with the Town siting 
preferences listed at § 220-32.4(C) More specifically, this facility is 
proposed for an existing structure in the Town [TABS 6 and 11]. 
 

b. OWNER CONSENT: Documentation of owner consent by General Electric 
Company to permit shared use of the water tower for this 
telecommunications facility is included at TAB 2, in accordance with § 220-
32.4(C)(1)(b). 
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c. ENVIRONMENTAL AND VISUAL IMPACT: The Applicant has 

prepared and submitted an Environmental Assessment Form and visual 
EAF addendum, as required in § 220-32.4(H) and (J) [TABS 1 and 9].  
 

d. STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS: In accordance with §220-32.4(C)(1)(d) the 
Applicant has submitted a certification with documentation showing that 
the water tower proposed for use in this project is structurally sound for 
this purpose [TAB 8]. 

 
e. FCC LICENSING: The Applicant has included copies of its FCC operating 

licenses as required by § 220-32.4(C)(1)(f) [TAB 5]. 
 
4. RADIO FREQUENCY (RF) EMISSIONS: The Applicant has also submitted a 

report by a professional engineer licensed in the State of New York, documenting 
that the communications facility proposed will comply with the requirements of 
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) concerning radio frequency (RF) 
emissions, as well as a non-interference letter stating that VZW will take 
immediate steps to address any problems related to malfunctioning equipment or 
improper settings are shown to cause interference with an existing service [TABS 
7 and 10]. 

 
 Based upon the foregoing, Verizon Wireless respectfully submits that Special Use Permit 
approval is appropriate in this case. In addition, Verizon Wireless notes the following: 
 

Public Necessity 
 

The communications facility proposed is a public necessity under Rosenberg in that it is 
required to render adequate and safe service to the Town of Niskayuna area (as defined above). 
In an effort to supplement existing telecommunications services to this area of the Town of 
Niskayuna, while reducing the need for a new tower, Verizon Wireless has identified an 
appropriate location for the deployment of a water-tower mounted cell site. As noted herein, 
Verizon Wireless’ existing macro cell sites in the area cannot adequately provide safe and reliable 
coverage to this portion of the Town. The Town will be lacking adequate and safe capacity, and 
the failure to approve this application will eliminate the means to provide necessary coverage 
and capacity. This, combined with the federal mandate to expeditiously deploy advanced 
wireless services across the nation and Verizon Wireless’ FCC licenses to provide such services 
in the Town of Niskayuna, demonstrates that Verizon Wireless’ facility is a public necessity. 
Without the construction of the communications facility proposed, the public would be deprived 
of an essential means of communication, which, in turn, would jeopardize the safety and welfare 
of the community and traveling public.   
 

Compelling Reasons for Approval 
 

As is demonstrated by the Applicant’s Radio Frequency Analysis, the area within which 
Verizon Wireless can locate its facility and provide capacity relief and adequate and safe service 
to the Town of Niskayuna area is limited. The subject site is the most suitable candidate for a new 
wireless facility.   
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The facility’s antennas and supporting equipment will not be noticeable to the traveling 
public, or nearby property owners. The communications facility proposed has been sited to have 
the least practical adverse visual effect on the environment (in particular, local residential areas), 
and any resulting impact(s) may properly be considered as minimal in nature and scope. 

 
 As set forth above, the Applicant has proposed a facility that will enable Verizon Wireless 

to provide adequate and safe wireless services to an important area of the Town of Niskayuna in 
accordance with its FCC licenses.  
 
V. Conclusion 

 
Approval of this project will enable Verizon Wireless to continue to provide an adequate 

and safe level of hand-held wireless telephone service to a busy and populated area of Niskayuna, 
within the confines of applicable technological limitations and in compliance with all applicable 
land use requirements. Such approval will also be in the public interest, in that it will allow 
Verizon Wireless to comply with its statutory mandate to build out and operate its network and 
provide local businesses, residents and public service entities with safe and reliable wireless 
communications services. For the reasons set forth herein, Verizon Wireless respectfully submits 
that this project complies in all material respects with the Special Use Permit and Site Plan 
requirements of the Niskayuna Zoning Law and any potential impact on the community created 
by approval of this project will be minimal and of no significant adverse effect. 
 

Attached to this Application and Statement of Intent are the following: 
 

1. A completed Environmental Assessment Form; 

2. An authorization letter from the General Electric Company; 

3. Documentation of VZW’s public utility status and an overview of relevant law; 

4. An overview of the Telecommunications Act of 1996; 

5. Copies of Verizon Wireless’ FCC Licenses for Schenectady County; 
 

6. Radio-Frequency Analysis and Propagation Plots by the Verizon Wireless RF 
Engineer; 
 

7. Radio-Frequency Safety Report;  
 

8. Structural Assessment Report prepared by Tectonic Engineering;  
 

9. Visual EAF Addendum with photosimulations; 
 
10. A non-interference letter signed by Verizon Wireless; and 
 
11. Site Plan Drawings by Tectonic Engineering. 
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Kindly place this matter on the agenda for discussion at the next meetings of the Town 

Board and the Planning Board. In the meantime, if you should have any questions or require any 
additional information concerning this project, I can be reached at (518) 438-9907. 
 

Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
CELLCO PARTNERSHIP d/b/a Verizon Wireless 

 
David C. Brennan, Esq. 
Regional Local Counsel 

 
Dated: April 26, 2021 
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NUMBER SBL OWNER MAILLING ADDRESS

1 40.-1-45.3 GENERAL ELECTRIC 1 RESEARCH CIRCLE
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

2 40.7-1-16 VIVIAN PLAKAS 2366 ST JOSEPH DR
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

3 40.7-1-24 DARLENE J SCHWARZ 2170 RIVER RD
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

4 40.-1-5.1 DEREK JAMES DEMEO 2176 RIVER RD
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

5 40.-1-55 KIMBERLY FITCH 7 RIVER RD
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

6 40.-1-56 RICHARD P FEARNSIDE 2184 RIVER RD
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

7 40.-1-57 JEFFREY SMITH 2188 RIVER RD
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

8 40.-1-6.22 MICHEAL VEACH 2192 RIVER RD
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

9 40.7-1-83 ROGER W HOERL 2195 FOX HILL DR
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

10 40.7-1-84 DAN A GROSS 2198 FOXHILL DR
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

11 40.7-1-85 LOUIS A DESORBO 2194 FOXHILL DR
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

12 40.7-1-86 CHICSHENG YANG 2190 FOXHILL DR
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

13 40.12-2-10 JAMES GRATES 3 CRIMSON OAK CT
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

14 40.-1-9 ALEXANDER PUSHCHIN 2255 VAN ANTWERP RD
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

15 40.-1-44 ILENE R FRIEDMAN 2200 VAN ANTWERP RD
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

16 40.12-1-69 STEVEN H WEITZ 9 DYNAMO CT
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

17 40.12-1-70 JAMSHAID A MINHAS 10 DYNAMO CT
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

18 40.12-1-71 CLAUDE ELDAYE 6 DYNAMO CT
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

19 40.12-1-79.1 ADAM J BACH 245 MENLO PARK RD
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

20 40.12-1-81 KAMRAN BAIG 248 MENLO PARK RD
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

21 40.12-1-82 SANJIV KAYASTHA 244 MENLO PARK RD
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

22 40.12-1-35 ERIC D MOSES 1067 LAMPLIGHTER RD
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

23 40.12-1-33.1 NICHOLAS HEIN 1059 LAMPLIGHTER RD
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

24 40.12-1-30.311 ROSE MARIE ROSSI 1 CONSTITUTION CR
BALLSTON SPA, NY 12020

25 40.-1-27 MICHAEL L DIFFLEY 2372 RIVER RD
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

26 40.-1-26 GURWINDER SINGH 2376 RIVER RD
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309

27 40.-1-25 NANCY SUTHERLAND 470 W 24TH ST
NEW YORK, NY 10011

28 41.-1-13.1 KNOLLS ATOMIC POWER LAB PO BOX 1072
SCHENECTADY, NY 12301













REXFORD MOHAWK
1 RESEARCH CIRCLE
NISKAYUNA, NY 12309



Looking north from the entrance to Imagination field.
Proposed antennas will be visible from this location.

Distance from the photographic location to the proposed site is 1950’±



Looking north from the entrance to Imagination field. 
Proposed antennas shown from this location.

Distance from the photographic location to the proposed site is 1950’±



Looking east-southeast from Niskayuna Soccer Park parking lot.
Proposed antennas will be visible from this location.

D t ce r  t e t r c c t  t  t e r ed te  ’±



Looking east-southeast from Niskayuna Soccer Park parking lot.
Proposed antennas shown from this location.

Distance from the photographic location to the proposed site is 4010’±



Looking northwest from in front of #2 Brian Drive.
Proposed antennas will be visible from this location.

D t ce r  t e t r c c t  t  t e r ed te  4435’±



Looking northwest from in front of #2 Brian Drive.
Proposed antennas shown from this location.

Distance from the photographic location to the proposed site is 4435’±



19
 A

pr
 2

02
1

62
,2

04
.4

8

1/
1-
4/
11
/2
1





 
Network Engineering Group 
225 Jordan Road 
Troy, New York 12180 
 

  
 

Network Engineering -  UPNY 
1275 John Street,  Suite 100 
West Henrietta,  New York 14586 

April 25, 2021 
 
RE: Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless – Proposed “Rexford Mohawk” 

Wireless Facility, 1 Research Circle, Niskayuna, NY – Radio-Frequency 
Information 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
This letter provides a brief summary of Verizon’s plan to expand and upgrade its 4G 
wireless services (and serve as a viable platform to launch future 5G services) in the 
northeastern portion of the Town of Niskayuna.  We are proposing to accomplish the 
necessary service improvements via collocation on the existing General Electric (GE) 
207± ft. tall water tank, located at 1 Research Circle at the GE Global Research Center 
in the Town of Niskayuna, Schenectady County NY.  Verizon proposes to mount its 
antennas at the 160± ft. and 70± ft. antenna centerline level (on the support legs of the 
tank below the water drum), with its ground equipment placed along the southern face 
of the existing fenced compound.     

 
Verizon’s wireless network currently has areas of poor-to-no coverage in northeastern 
Niskayuna and extending into western Clifton Park, including into the homes, 
businesses and traveling public generally between Mohawk River State Park and the 
River Rd/NY-146 intersection across the northern portions of the Town of Niskayuna.  
Verizon’s closest wireless facilities to the proposed Rexford Mohawk site in the Town of 
Niskayuna are its “Balltown Rd” facility (1.7± miles south off NY-146 near the Mohawk 
Golf Club) and its “Schenectady Airport” facility (1.7± miles west at the US Army 
Reserve Center).   
 
Due to factors such as excessive distance to these and other surrounding Verizon 
facilities and the significant RF signal degradation and blocking effects from the areas of 
dense vegetation and widely-varying terrain depressions across northeastern 
Niskayuna, 4G coverage is insufficient to non-existent across portions of the targeted 
coverage improvement area and particularly inside many homes and businesses.   
 
By collocating its equipment on the existing GE water tank, Verizon will expand its 
advanced 700MHz, 850MHz, PCS (1900 MHz), and AWS (2100 MHz) 4th Generation 
services throughout the northeastern portions of Town.  More specifically, the facility will 
improve coverage and network performance over an approximately 1.4 mile stretch 
along and surrounding River Rd generally north of River Rd Park, as well as into the 
homes and neighborhood roads in the area (Windsor Dr, Briar Ridge Rd, Pleasant 
Ridge, Chestnut Ln, Riverhill Blvd, Lynnwood Dr, Middle St and East St to name a few), 
Blatnick Park, Mohawk River State Park, Niskayuna Soccer Park, Mohawk Hudson 
Bikeway, Knolls Atomic Power Laboratory, GE Global Research, GE Renewable Energy 



Learning Center, SI Group Inc, and Craig Elementary School.  New and improved 
coverage will also be provided to the homes and recreational areas along the Mohawk 
River between Lock 7 Boat Launch and NY-146, and extending into western Clifton 
Park including Mohawk River Country Club, Edison Club and the Rexford Hamlet area.   
  
The two maps included at Exhibit 1 and Exhibit 2 demonstrate coverage in 
northeastern Niskayuna before (Exhibit 1) and after (Exhibit 2) activation of the 
proposed Rexford Mohawk wireless facility.  As the coverage map at Exhibit 1 indicates 
(where the Blue layer represents existing reliable 4G coverage), there are currently 
gaps in reliable Verizon 4G coverage within and surrounding the targeted section of 
Town.  Exhibit 2 shows the areas of proposed reliable new 4G coverage (as 
represented by the Green layer), extending along the Mohawk River and River Rd from 
River Rd Park & Mohawk River State Park to NY-146, and across the river into western 
Clifton Park.  In other words, activation of Verizon’s proposed Rexford Mohawk facility 
will provide localized network bandwidth and new and/or improved coverage across the 
entire area shaded in green (in Exhibit 2).   
 
Ultimately the proposed facility will allow Verizon customers living, visiting or traveling in 
the northeastern Niskayuna area access to Verizon’s 4G network, which will offer 
reliable High Definition voice/video calling as well as high speed data connectivity to the 
World Wide Web.  Lastly and importantly, the proposed facility will serve as a suitable 
platform for future 5G deployment when Verizon deploys 5G in this area of the Upstate 
New York Market  
 
 
Thank you for considering this application. 
 
Very truly yours, 

 
 
Rick Andras 
Radio Frequency (RF) Design Engineer 
Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless 



4G Coverage:  700 MHz, ‐95 dBm RSRP
Existing
Proposed New

Exhibit 1.  Existing Verizon 4G Coverage in Northern Niskayuna



4G Coverage:  700 MHz, ‐95 dBm RSRP
Existing
Proposed New

Exhibit 2.  New/Improved Cov from the Proposed Rexford Mohawk Facility
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TOWN OF NISKAYUNA 
CONSERVATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 

 
AGENDA STATEMENT 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. VI. 1                             MEETING DATE: 6/9/2021 
 
ITEM TITLE: Historical Code Updates 

PROJECT LEAD: David D’Arpino 
 

APPLICANT: Town of Niskayuna 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Laura Robertson, Town Planner 

 
 

REVIEWED BY:  
 Planning Board & Zoning Commission  Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA)   Town Board 
 OTHER 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Resolution  Site Plan   Map  Report  Other:  
 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
The Town Historian has proposed a new chapter of the Code of the Town of Niskayuna which 
would include historic preservation sections.  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The proposed code is attached for CAC review and recommendation.  
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Town of Niskayuna 

Historic Preservation Code 
§ ???-1  Purpose 
It is hereby declared as a matter of public policy that the protection, enhancement, 
and perpetuation of landmarks and historic buildings is necessary to promote cultural 
and educational opportunities for the public.  It is the intent of the Town of Niskayuna 
to follow the terms of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, which established 
a national historic preservation policy and authorized the National Park Service to 
oversee the Act.  Additionally, we will follow the mandates of the New York State 
Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Preservation Office.  In as much as the 
identity of a people is founded on its past and recognizing that Niskayuna has many 
significant historic, architectural, and cultural resources which constitute its heritage, 
this article is intended to: 

(1) Protect and enhance the buildings, structures, objects, sites, and districts 
which represent distinctive elements of Niskauna's historical, architectural, 
and cultural heritage; 

(2) Foster public knowledge, understanding, and appreciation for the character of 
Niskayuna and promote civic pride in the character and accomplishments of 
its past; 
 

(3) Protect and enhance Niskayuna's attractiveness to its residents and visitors, 
as well as the support and stimulus to the economy thereby provided; 
 

(4) Promote and encourage continued private ownership and stewardship of 
historic structures; 
 

(5) Identify as early as possible conflicts between the preservation of 
structures/landmarks/districts and alternative land uses; 
 

(6) Determine the effective resolution of any conflict between the preservation of 
structures/landmarks/districts and alternative land uses; 

 
(7) Ensure harmonious, orderly, and efficient growth by integrating future 

development of Niskayuna with our historic past: and 
 

(8) Establish a Historic Preservation Commission, as outlined below in 
Subsection 2, available  to provide guidance and technical assistance to 
owners of landmark properties when restoration work is being contemplated. 
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§ ???-2  Historic Preservation Commission 
There is hereby created a Commission to be known as the      "Niskayuna Historic 
Preservation Commission." 

(1) The Commission shall consist of no fewer than five(5) members, including the 
Town Historian, appointed by the Town Board for staggered three-year terms.    

(a) Members shall have a demonstrated significant interest in, competence 
about, knowledge of, or commitment to historic preservation. 

(b) To the extent possible, Commission members shall be drawn from the 
disciplines of architecture, history, archaeology, historic preservation, or 
closely related fields. 

 
(2) The Chairperson of the Commission shall be appointed by the Town Board for 

a one-year term. 
 

(3) The purpose of this Commission shall include: 
(a) Conducting inventories of significant historic buildings, structures, objects, 

sites, and historic districts within the Town.  A record of these inventories 
shall be kept at Town Hall. 

(b) Establishing the criteria for selection of historic buildings, structures, 
objects, sites, and historic districts in the Town of Niskayuna to be placed 
on the Town Register of Historic Places. 

(c) Recommending to the Town Board suggested buildings, structures, 
objects, sites, and historic districts which should be listed on the Town 
Register of Historic Places. 

(d) Recommendations to the Town Board as to those areas of the Town which 
should be designated as Town Historic districts. 

(e) Increasing public awareness of the value of preserving historic buildings, 
structures, objects and sites by developing and participating in public 
education programs, conducting preservation workshops, and providing 
assistance to owners of historic properties.  

(f) Making recommendations to the Town Board concerning utilization of 
state, federal, or private funds to promote the preservation of historic 
buildings, structures, objects, and sites within the Town of Niskayuna. 

(g) Serving in an advisory capacity to the Town Board, Planning Department, 
Planning Board & Zoning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, and the 
Architectural Review Board on all matters that affect or impact identified or 
designated Historic places or historic districts.   
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(4) The Commission shall meet at least monthly and a quorum for the transaction 
of business shall consist of one or more than one-half of the Commission’s 
members. 

(5) Official actions by the Commission shall require an affirmative vote by not less 
than a majority of the full membership of the Commission.  

(6) Coordinate efforts with other agencies on local, county, state, and federal 
levels to aid in projects for classifying historical landmarks. 

 
 

§ ???-3  Designation of Historic Buildings, Structures, Objects, Sites, and 
Historic Districts on the Town Register of Historic Places 

(1) Pursuant to Town Board Resolution No. 2020-244, the Commission may 
recommend, for designation by the Town Board, a building, structure, object, 
site, or historic district for the Town Register of Historic Places if it: 

(a) Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of Niskayuna’s history; or 

 
(b) Is identified with historic personages or the lives of persons significant in 

Niskayuna’s history; or 
 

(c) Embodies distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction, or that represents the work of a master, or that possesses 
high artistic values, or that represents a significant and distinguishable 
entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or 

 
(d) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information in prehistory or history. 

 
(2) Each building, structure, or object added to the Town Register of Historic 

Places will receive a  plaque acknowledging placement on the Register. 
 

(3) The Town of Niskayuna Register of Historic Places is strictly a local honorary 
listing. Properties         placed on the Register are given only Town-wide historic 
recognition.  
 

(4) Owners of properties on  the Historic Register have no restrictions on the use 
or maintenance of their property as a result of this designation. 
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(5) Each site or Historic District added to the Town Register of Historic Places will 
receive a historic road marker acknowledging its history and placement on the 
register. 
 
 

§ ???-4  Demolition of any building or structure more than 49 years old. 

(1) Prior to issuing any demolition permit on a building or structure more than 49 
years old, the Town Building Department shall notify the Historic Preservation 
Commission, by providing 30 days' written notice, identifying the building or 
structure for which such permit is sought by address and name of owner or 
owners, unless, in the opinion of the Building Department, the structure poses 
an imminent danger to health and safety. 

(2) The Commission shall evaluate and document the building or structure for 
historic or architectural significance appropriately, as may be necessary, 
during the thirty-day notice period prior to issuance of any such demolition 
permit. The Commission may request an additional 14 days to evaluate and 
document such significant structures in cases where extensive research is 
required, which may be granted in the sole discretion of the Building 
Department. 

(3) In the event that the Building Department has received no comment from the 
Historic Preservation Commission within 30 days after such notification, the 
Building Department shall  issue the requested permit for demolition if the 
same is deemed otherwise appropriate. 

 

 

 

§ ???-5  Definitions 
When used in this article, unless a different meaning clearly appears from the context, 
the terms listed below shall have the following meanings: 

 
ARCHITECTUAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The quality of a building or structure based on its date of erection, style, and 
scarcity of same, quality of design, present condition, and appearance or 
other characteristics that embody the distinctive characteristics  of a type, 
period, or method of construction. 

 

https://ecode360.com/print/6715680#6715680
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BUILDING 
Any construction created to shelter any form of human use, such as a house, 
garage or barn, and which is permanently affixed to the land, including public 
buildings such as schools, shops, railroad stations, etc.  Building may also 
refer to a historically related complex, such as a house and a barn.  

 
COMMISSION 

The Niskayuna Historic Preservation Commission. 
 

HISTORIC DISTRICT 
An area which contains or possesses a significant concentration, linkage, or 
continuity of sites, buildings, structures, or objects united historically or 
aesthetically by plan or physical development. 

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

The identification, study, documentation, protection, acquisition, 
restoration, rehabilitation,  management, maintenance and use of buildings, 
structures, objects, sites and historic districts, significant in the history, 
architecture, or culture of the Town of Niskayuna, the State of New York or 
the United States. 

 
HISTORIC PROPERTY 

Any building, structure, object, site, or district that is of significance in the 
history, architecture, archeology, or culture of the Town of Niskayuna, the 
State of New York, or the United States, included on, or potentially eligible for 
inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places.    
   

INVENTORY 
A list of historic properties determined to meet specific criteria of significance. 

 
NATIONAL REGISTER 

The National Register of Historic Places authorized by the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966. 

 
PLANNING BOARD & ZONING COMMISSION 

The Planning Board & Zoning Commission of the Town of Niskayuna. 
 

STATE REGISTER 
The State Register of Historic Places established pursuant to § 14.07 of the 
New York State Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Law. 

 

https://ecode360.com/print/6715681#6715681
https://ecode360.com/print/6715682#6715682
https://ecode360.com/print/6715684#6715684
https://ecode360.com/print/6715685#6715685
https://ecode360.com/print/6715686#6715686
https://ecode360.com/print/6715692#6715692
https://ecode360.com/print/6715694#6715694
https://ecode360.com/print/6715695#6715695
https://ecode360.com/print/6715696#6715696
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TOWN BOARD 
The Town Board of the Town of Niskayua. 
 

TOWN REGISTER 
The Town of Niskayuna Register of Historic Places established pursuant to 
Town Board       Resolution No. 2020 – 244, is a local honorary listing of 
buildings, structures, objects, sites, and historic districts deemed by the 
Commission to be of significant historic value. Property  owners on the 
Historic Register have no restrictions on the use or maintenance of their 
property because of this designation. 

 

https://ecode360.com/print/6715697#6715697
https://ecode360.com/print/6715698#6715698
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