
NISKAYUNA TOWN MEETING 
Wednesday, July 7, 2020 at 8:30AM  

Highway, Parks & Recreation Committee 

H 

 

 

AGENDA FOR HIGHWAY, PARKS & RECREATION VIDEOCONFERENCE 

1. Approval of Minutes – June 3, 2020 Meeting (prepared by Lori Peretti) 

2. Public Comment  

Highway & Parks Items (Ray Smith) 

3. Water breaks/road cuts: $2100 (see attached bill) 

4. Drainage: Regent and Plum Street 

5. Yard waste 

6. Paving schedule for 2020 (see attachment) 

7. Bike Path Paving  

8. Personnel Update 

• Update on new hires and recent appointments 

• One worker on Workers Comp 

• Student Workers/Temporary Help 

9. Niskayuna Community Action Program (N-CAP): Offered to donate signs for placement at 
Town parks and bike path indicating this is a substance-free area (see attached) 

• Discussed at Police and Public Safety Committee changing language to “Alcohol, 
Drugs, and Smoking are Prohibited at Niskayuna parks and outdoor recreation 
areas” 

• Chief McManus confirmed the signage may list the non-emergency dispatch 
number (630-0911) 

10. Town Parks: discussion regarding cleaning/stocking park bathrooms 

11. Avon Crest Park: 

• Proposed license agreement to use softball fields.  Softball organization has offered to 
make substantial improvements to the fields and proposed a 10-year term  

• License Agreement with Dags Basketball to use basketball courts MTF (see attached) 

12. Blatnick Park: 

• License Agreement with Lacrosse to use Lacrosse Box (see attached); recently 
damaged (photos attached) 

• Discussions with Niskayuna Baseball to allow Playground Camp at Blatnick to use 
bathrooms at concession (Town would need to install soap dispenser and paper 
towel dispenser and restock during 5 week program).  

• Continuation of discussion about reserving areas of Blatnick Area for 
habitat/biodiversity (Public Comment/CAC). 
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13.  Lock 7 Update 

14. Tree Council and Complete Streets (Laura Robertson) 

15. Nott Street Improvement Plan –Neighborhood Mitigation Engineering Study  

Recreation [Community Programs] Items (Lori Peretti)  

16. Summer Programs 

• Playground Camp: July 6 – August 7 

• Sports Programs (Tennis) 

• Reschedule Lacrosse Camp (August) 

• Concert Series Update  

17. Driving Range:  

• Opened for the season on Saturday, June 27th. The hours are 8am-8pm except for 
Monday evenings. The range will close at 6:30 for a group ball pickup.  

18. Fall Soccer – Registration is currently open and will close on August 1 (for early 
registration). Julie is current looking for Fall Soccer referees 

• Discussion regarding whether to open for Pre-K 

19. Niskayuna Community Foundation Grant (Blow-up screen and projector for outside 
summer movies at Town Hall and the Pool)  

20. Resolutions (requested by Lori Peretti) 

• Ratify License Agreement with Dags Basketball for use of Avon Crest Park  

• License Agreement for use of Softball Fields at Avon Crest Park (tentative)  

21.  Farmers Market Committee (Supervisor Syed/Councilwoman Jaquith)  

• Town of Niskayuna Farmer’s Market COVID-19 Safety Plan 

22.  Senior Program Updates and Events (Linda O’Brien) 

• Reopening plans (cleaners scheduled for Friday) 

• Ice machine 

• Niskayuna Community Foundation Grant for Senior Center 

23. Open Discussion 

24. Schedule August 2020 Meeting  

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 
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TOWN OF NISKAYUNA 
               HIGHWAY, PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

                            Wednesday, June 3, 2020  at 8:00AM 
   HELD VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE1 

 
 
Present: R. Perez-Jaquith, Y. Syed, S. Fiminski, B. Backus, D. McManus, R. Smith, L. Peretti, L. Robertson,                     

M. Martinelli, A. Kim, L. O’Brien, P. Sebesta, P. Ravica, P. Briggs, J. Lohre, J. Hawley, M. Yetto, 
W. Lawrence, E. Amberger  

  
 Member(s) of the Public: R. Thornton, J. Sosnow, C. Nadas 
 

 

Review of the Minutes – May 6, 2020 Meeting (prepared by Lori Peretti)  

Mr. Sebesta commented that irrelevant information was included in the minutes, specifically the last 
bullet of the May 6, 2020 minutes, stating: “Taylor-Wynn Kim and Lily Robertson said “bye” to 
everyone.  He said this is business and not time for light-heartedness.  Lori Peretti made a motion to 
approve the minutes, without the above change.  This motion was seconded by Brian Backus. 
Public Comment  
Connie Nadas of Lexington Parkway voiced concerns about a fallen tree in Baker Woods that has 
sharp branches.  She had contacted the Town and left a message for Supervisor Syed but did not get a 
response. Mrs. Nadas noticed that children were playing on tree and it was being used as a “runway,” 
and contacted someone to cut the tree for removal. While this was happening, a Town Parks staff 
member asked the worker to cease tree removal. Mrs. Nadas is looking for permission to continue to 
pursue cutting down the tree and removing the tree debris, or have the Parks/Highway Department 
take care of it.  
 
Ray Smith explained that work at Baker Woods by non-Town staff/contractors needed to cease due 
to liability.  Ray further explained that due to COVID-19, they have been at half-staff and are a little 
behind on their work but will make sure it is taken care of. Ray told Mrs. Nadas that in the future, she 
should contact the Highway Department directly instead of the Supervisor’s Office.  
 
Supervisor Syed reminded Mrs. Nadas that she did indeed respond to Connie’s email and that she 
had regular correspondence with her Administrative Assistant regarding the matter.  Supervisor Syed 
noted that there are proper channels of command to follow so it took a while to get back to her but 
reiterated that her office did not ignore Mrs. Nadas’s calls. 
 
Alexis Kim asked if Pat Kelly, who was awarded the mowing contract for Baker Woods, would be able 
to cut the tree.  However, his contract is for mowing and general clean-up of the park, which would 
not include this tree removal. 
 

 
1 New York State Executive Order 202.1: “Suspension of law allowing the attendance of meetings telephonically or other similar 
service: Article 7 of the Public Officers Law, to the extent necessary to permit any public body to meet and take such actions 
authorized by the law without permitting in public in-person access to meetings and authorizing such meetings to be held remotely 
by conference call or similar service, provided that the public has the ability to view or listen to such proceeding and that such 
meetings are recorded and later transcribed.” 
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Highway & Parks Items (Ray Smith) 

1. Water breaks: No water breaks this month 
 

2. Yard waste: The Highway Department is still on a random pick-up schedule.  However, they continue 
to make their way through all of the Town and there has been no lapse in service. 
 

3. Updated paving schedule for 2020.  Paving is tentatively scheduled for the week of June 21st on Alva, 
Port Huron and Dynamo Court. Once paving is completed, the crew will move on to #4-8 on the 2020 
Paving Schedule.  The Water Department is working ahead of the Highway Department on each 
project in order not to get their work completed and not delay the paving further. The Highway crew 
is currently working on mill cuts and finishing the paving on the bike path.  
 

4. Fleet Management Program (Geotab) – Alexis Kim explained the Geotab is a Fleet Management 
Program that is installed in any vehicle we decide to track with real-time viewing of where our 
vehicles are.  Alexis met with a representative on several occasions to discuss whether this 
technology was a good fit for the Town.  Geotab is on NYS contract and there is no contractual 
obligation. Alexis said that the cost is $12 per vehicle and is less than the Verizon plan we are 
currently using. The thought is to start with 25 vehicles and if we are happy with the service 
eventually switch over all the vehicles.  
 
Paul Sebesta said he was interested.  He reviewed the information and said while the price was lower 
than Verizon, he did notice that they do not offer towing service which is a nice part of the service we 
have not with Verizon. 
 
Matt Yetto asked about the Water and Sewer Department being included in this proposal and Alexis 
explained they were looking at trying the service out with the Highway Department first. If any other 
Department was interested, it would need to go through their committee. Matt asked if this was the 
system that the County is using and Alexis said that it was. Matt was very interested in the cost 
savings. 

5. Personnel Update:  

• Workforce back at 100% in-person as of May 18, 2020.  

• Highway/Parks Department is down four staff (3 retirement; one worker’s compensation) 

• Highway/Parks Department has not brought in labor-ready workers for yard waste pickup due 
to COVID-19 concerns.  

 
6. Resolution (Ray Smith) 

• Hire Independent Contractor(s) (recent retiree) – Ray would like to hire some recent retirees 
from the Highway Department to work in the parks to help with mowing and light 
maintenance. Paul Sebesta said this program had originated under Supervisor Landry and 
believes this is a good opportunity to get caught up. Paul also said he had noticed recently 
that there have been people working “out of title” across the town and believes that it should 
stop and does not believe it has been approved under the Supervisor’s reassignment of duties 
during the pandemic.  
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• Promoting and Appointing a Highway Crew Leader (to replace a recent retiree). Ray would like 
to post the position, interview and hopefully have a name for the Town Board Meeting. 
 

7. Niskayuna Community Action Program (N-CAP):  

• Jean Sosnow (from N-CAP), had, in a previous meeting, offered to donate “substance-free” 
signs for placement at Town parks and on the bike path.  After meeting with Alexis Kim, it was 
decided it is best for N-CAP to purchase the signs and donate them to the Town. Jean said 
they were looking at a 18x24” sign with mainly graphics as well as the Town seal and N-CAP 
logo. The first thought was to have 5 signs (3 on the bike path and 1 each at Blatnick and Avon 
Crest Park).  Jean said after listening to Mrs. Nadas’ comments about the parties at Baker 
Woods, there may be a larger problem and NCAP does have a budget for additional signage. 
Jean will work on a mock-up of the sign to present at the next meeting. 

• Councilwoman Jaquith thanked N-CAP for their partnership with the Town and School District. 
It is unclear if there is a size restriction and said we would ask Laura Robertson to speak to 
that.  Alexis Kim asked Paul Sebesta if he agreed that it would be a better process for N-CAP to 
purchase the signs rather than donate the money to the Town so the Town could purchase 
them. Paul agreed that it is always better to leave government out of the equation. Alexis also 
spoke on behalf of the sign to Councilman McPartlon who chairs the Police and Public Safety 
Committee and they were also happy about the signs but want to review the messaging 
before signing-off.  

 
8. Town Parks: 

• River Road and Blatnick Park playgrounds re-opened.  Avon Crest Park playground re-opens 
June 6, 2020. 

• Tennis courts re-opened and nets have been hung 
• Basketball issues (hoops removed at Blatnick Park) 
• Littering issue - a lot of trash, dog waste and water bottles have been left behind. This has 

been slowing up the mowing crew because they have to pick up before they mow. 
Councilwoman Jaquith said that Supervisor Syed had added to her newsletter that the parks 
were “carry in/carry out”. Ray Smith said that over the years they have added additional 
signage to try to also curb the problem. 

• Bathrooms (Status of reopening) – Supervisor Syed is reviewing all of the guidelines and 
Executive Orders to make sure the Town is adhering to all of the proper guidelines. Supervisor 
Syed thinks the bathrooms will be open around the start date for playgrounds.  Ray Smith 
asked if he could be alerted when decisions have been made so he has ample time to get 
them open and ready for the public. 
 

• Baseball update (A. Kim) – Alexis Kim drafted an addendum to the Niskayuna Baseball license 
agreement allowing them to use the Blatnick Park baseball fields. Due to COVID-19, they have 
been unable to use their fields because they were closed for passive use only per Supervisor 
Syed’s proclamation of a state of emergency in the Town of Niskayuna. This addendum allows 
them to use the Premise with the condition that they adhere to the NYS guidelines that 
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require less than 10 players on the field at one time. The club provided the Town with their 
safety plan and cleaning/sanitizing procedures.  
Councilwoman Jaquith suggested that Alexis reach out to all the youth organizations to let 
them know what the parameters are and ask them to submit their plans for adhering to the 
safety protocols so they also can resume. 

• Town Attorney Paul Briggs asked about the status of the Town Pool. Lori Peretti said that the 
Safety Plan has been sent and she is waiting to hear from DOH on what their guidelines are 
and when we can schedule an inspection. Once the inspection is done, we are free to open. 
 

9. Proposal to enhance wildlife habitat in Blatnick Park -Roy Thornton: Mr. Thorton said the origins of 
this go back to 2012 when he and his wife noticed the Bobbolinks on the top of the land fill and 
shortly after that the regular mowing drove them away. Mr. Thornton presented a Power Point 
presentation about Grassland Birds, Pollinators and Closed Landfills. Mr. Thorton explained that 
Landfill caps have the advantage of large acreage and the possibility of scheduling the mowing to 
allowing nesting and wildflowers. In order for this to work, mowing would have to be suspended from 
June 1st through the middle of August but for the Pollinator area, you need to wait for the first frost. 
The location that the town had set aside is too small for birds but good for pollinators.  Mr. Thorton 
said he knows that the fairways of the disc golf course need to be mowed but believes there is still 
ample room for the birds.   Councilwoman Jaquith suggests she and Mr. Thorton meet offline to 
discuss the further parameters to determine what can be done to move this forward and she will 
reach out to set up a meeting. 

 
10.  Lock 7 Update: Ray Smith said he has not seen any activity, but the Canal Corp. equipment is in place. 

Ray made a call asking about the signage that was supposed to be posted and has not heard back. 
Ray will reach to ask about a start date. 

11. Tree Council, Complete Streets, and Union Street Update (Laura Robertson):  

• Tree Council: Laura said the Tree Council has been reviewing planning board projects and 
Street Tree Master Plan. Laura has been working with the Highway Department and they have 
planted 1/3 -1/2 of the trees purchased last Fall. 

Ray Smith said they have planted 22 replacement trees and continue to work on planting the 
remaining purchased trees. 

• Complete Streets – The committee has also been focused on Planning Board projects. Laura 
Robertson told Ray Smith that she noticed that on the paving list, a couple of the streets are 
on road bike paths and asked Ray if he minded that they repaint the signs after paving 
because Laura has the stencil. 

Ray Smith said this would be a conversation for another day when the paving is complete. 

• Upper Union Street- Laura heard from the Police chief and Fire chief and received their 
approval but has not heard back from the County. Laura will follow up with the County again. 
Once everyone has approved, the engineering can be finalized.  

12. Bike-path Paving Update (Laura Robertson):  
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• Paving – Ray Smith started paving last Friday, it us currently up to Line Drive and they are 
finishing today. Ray spoke with Matt Yetto about leveling and paving in front of the old Water 
& Sewer garage so there is not such a tilt. This paving all coincides with the removal of the 
building and the new parking area. Ray said the cost of asphalt is at an all-time low and 
thanked New Castle for doing the project. Ray said that anyone they have spoken to that is 
using the path has been excited and he also spoke with KAPL so they were aware of the 
project. 

• Bike Path grant update – Laura said the 3 grant projects currently. They are to improve the 
crossing to get the neighborhood safely to the newly paved bike path. The locations are 
Riverdale, St. Joseph’s and Nott Street. The Riverdale project may be covered by the Kelt’s 
Farm project and if that is the case, Laura may reach out to NYS to see if they can substitute 
with another project. The 2nd location is at St. Joseph’s and a flashing beacon may be needed 
due to the high volume and the 3rd is Nott & Regents Street with a pushbutton crossing and 
finishing the sidewalk on Nott Street. Laura said there is one section that is not paved, and it 
runs between town lines. She is in discussion with Schenectady County to see if they will do 
the work starting from the Schenectady line to the end of their block. 

Councilwoman Jaquith commended everyone’s efforts on this project. She will be sending out 
a press release about an event on Friday for Assemblyman Phil Steck who was responsible for 
securing the grant money. 

13. Beautification/Planting contributions by Master Gardner, Colleen Abercrombie-Castle at Lyons Park 
Colleen did some plantings at Lions Park and requested that a Ceremonial Resolution be presented to 
her at the June Town Board Meeting. Councilwoman Jaquith said one of the things that make 
Niskayuna so great is the community members and the contribution of their gifts and talents. 

14. Nott Street Improvement Plan –Neighborhood Mitigation Engineering Study  

• Town Attorney Paul Briggs said Councilwoman McGraw would be offering a resolution hat 
prohibits curb cuts on Via Del Mar and that it would go through Highway Committee. 
Councilwoman Jaquith said she has not seen this resolution and asks that one of the Town 
Board members involves communicates with her about this project.  

• Councilwoman Jaquith said this was tabled by Town Board on May 26, 2020 so they could 
consider all of the resident concerns. It is still undetermined what the County is going to do 
with the parking lot. The Town still needed to get additional engineering proposals to consider 
potential treatments on surrounding streets (Crescent, Via del Mar, Almeria, Clifton Park).   

• Laura Robertson: Update on RFP from additional engineering firms - Laura reached out to 
some additional engineers and indicated that MJ was a little disappointed but still wanted to 
do what was best for the Town.   Laura is going to reach out to some smaller and larger firms 
and request some proposals. Laura suggested that once all the quotes are in, there should be 
a meeting to go over the proposals.  Laura suggested we wait for all of the proposals and look 
at the project holistically before we make any decisions. 

• Paul Sebesta asked what the intention of the study is and asked why it is not done until after 
when a traffic study can be done. Laura explained that the thought was to add-on to what the 
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County is doing as to not increase traffic. Laura recommended to-do it in conjunction with 
what is being done now to achieve some cost savings/efficiencies. 

• Rosendale Round-About update – Councilwoman Jaquith said the project started yesterday. 
The County as well as the Supervisors office put out a press release about road closures. This 
project has a 5-week timeline and some residents were concerned that they would be unable 
to access the schools to pick up their child’s items left behind but the road will still be open to 
local traffic. Matt Yetto said the water work has already been done on this project and he is 
working with the county engineer to correct a sewer force main that was not accounted for 
on the plan at no cost to the town. 

• Laura spoke with the manager of Mario’s and they said that they were not aware of the 
closure and they are afraid of the effect on their business. Laura said publically the Mario’s is 
still open and delivering during construction. Councilwoman Jaquith is going to reach out the 
county to see if they can publicize that as well. 

Recreation [Community Programs] Items (Lori Peretti)  

15. Summer Programs 

• Playground Camps – In light of the Governor’s recent announcement that summer camps can 
reopen on 6/28, Supervisor Syed said that she believes we should move ahead to hold 
playgrounds camp. Playground Program will be different than in years past with a limited 
number of campers and counselors, so we are in line with CDC regulations. Supervisor Syed 
also said the Town Pool will be opening on July 1st  

• Councilwoman Jaquith wanted to let everyone know that we have all been meeting regularly 
and working very hard at coordinating a different look for summer camps. It was also brought 
to our attention that due to the closure of the school district, Hillside and V.A. will not be 
available for summer camp use. In addition, we have lost 3 of our Camp Supervisors so we are 
all continuing to meet to best address the needs. 

i. Lori Peretti said once we were given the greenlight from the Governor, we developed a 
plan that was slightly paired down from years past.  It will be fun, yet safe.  We will 
start July 6th (5 week), 3 sites Avon Crest (gr K-7), River Road (gr. K-2) & Blatnick (gr. 3-
7). The age groups have changed a little at both River Road and Blatnick to even out 
registration and all sites are capped. We are waiting to hear from DOH. Safety plans 
gave all been submitted we are just looking for guidance. 

• Sports Camps – also a paired down list due to COVID restrictions. Lacrosse for boys and girls, 
Tennis for youth and adult, swim lessons swim and dive team will go forward. 

• Concert Series – Julie Lohre said we had to cancel out first 3 concerts; we have pushed 
everything back and hoping to begin on June 25th and run though August 13th. Brass Abbey will 
be the first concert. Due to COVID regulations, we will not the having any partners and not 
serving food. The town will also be posting social-distancing signage as a reminder. 

• Municipal Survey Results (Julie Lohre). Julie said we had been reaching out to other 
municipalities to see what their summer plans were. Lori Peretti and Julie had a meeting with 
an area Recreation Department Association that covers the Capital District. Every town that 
participated in this meeting said they we also in a holding pattern waiting for further 
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guidance. Shortly following the last meeting, the Governor gave towns the greenlight to open 
June 29th. Julie believes that we can use our program to help campers get acclimated with 
their masks and educate them on social distancing and hand washing before they have to 
return to school in the fall.  

• Pavilion Rental Update (Julie Lohre) – Julie said that May and June previously scheduled 
reservations have been cancelled. Julie also said that calls about reservations have been very 
light. Alexis Kim said she thinks we should hold off on taking any reservations until August 
(after the playground programs are over). She looked around at area towns and it appears 
that the majority are not taking reservation for the 2020 season. Alexis asked Paul Sebesta if 
the late opening of the pavilions will have an impact on revenue and Paul said he believed 
that we would be losing $15,000- $20,000. 

16. Driving Range:  

• The driving range will be opening for the season on Saturday, June 27. This date gives the 
Highway Department ample time to get the mats and net set up and the mowing done. 

• COVID-19 Protocol – There will be daily sanitizing of the golf balls and all touched surfaces. 
There will also be a pail with a sanitizing solution for all of the used buckets. The work 
schedule has been revised so that only one person is working at a time, except for Monday 
evenings when they are picking balls.    

17. Summer Program Book and Staffing: 

• Update on status and content of book (Alexis Kim to comment on waiver/disclosures 
included)  

• Civil Service Packet Protocol – Civil Service Packets have been emailed to the pool staff and 
will be mailed to all summer staff this week. Staff will be asked to call ahead, and we will meet 
them outside of town hall to grab the packets to process so they can complete remaining 
steps. 

18. Resolutions (requested by Lori Peretti) 

• Appoint Summer Playground Employees 

• Summer Independent Contractors 

19.  Farmers Market Committee Update (Supervisor Syed/Councilwoman Jaquith) - Councilwoman 
Jaquith reported that Supervisor Syed and the group met and discussed status, vendors & locations. 
The Co-op was going to measure out the space to see if tents could be spaced to adhere to social 
distancing in the lot next to the Co-Op or across the street. The Committee was also looking at 
alternate location like Town Hall circle and the Niskayuna HS parking lot. 

20.  Senior Program Updates and Events (Linda O’Brien) 
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• 36 care packages have been assembled and delivered to the older seniors. These kits included 
bingo cards for virtual bingo, word searches, puzzles and other items. Bob was instrumental in 
delivering all of the packages and only a few had to be mailed. 

• Edie Cannizzo is on her 4th batch of postcards totaling 400 cards written and sent 

• Exercise classes are being held via Zoom and YouTube. Zoom is by appointment and YouTube 
are videos that have been uploaded and can be accessed anytime. 

• The calendar activities continue to be rescheduled like lectures. A generic note was sent to the 
Gazette with the Senior Center phone number so seniors know that the staff can still be 
reached even though they are not open to the public at this time. 

• A lot of work has been done on the outside of the Senior Center to make it inviting for when 
the center begins to open and activities begin outdoors. Ray Smith and the Highway 
Department have been helping to make sure all the paths are clear and accessible for the 
seniors. 

• The 1st phase will have the center opening from 11am – 1:00pm – outdoor spaces only and 
exercise will remain online only. Seniors are welcome to bring water and a bagged lunch if 
they like. Supplies needed for the reopening will be masks, wipes & thermometers.  Once the 
center is open to the public, chairs and tables will be spaced to adhere to social distancing, 
seniors will be asked to wear masks. Meals and coffee will not be reintroduced until phase 4.  

• Councilwoman Jaquith praised the staff for all their efforts and in keeping the seniors 
connected and Lisa Stevens for her very informative weekly newsletters. 

21. Open Discussion 

• Brian Backus said he has received 2 requests for memorial benches. The site work has already 
been done on the bike path near the Ferry Road Bridge and the 2nd will be at Lions Park.  

• Alexis Kim said she noticed graffiti on stop signs and did not know what committee it should 
be brought to.  Ray Smith said it falls under the Highway Department and it has already been 
taken care of.  

The next meeting is Wednesday, July 1st at 8:00am. 

Lori Peretti made a motion to adjourn, Supervisor Syed seconded. 

Meeting Ended at 10:21am 

Minutes Prepared by Lori Peretti 





2020 paving budget 

TO-FROM SQYDS L.F. 

1. Alva Road ALL 3,293 1,460 

2. Port Huron Dr. ALL 2,120 761 

3. Dynamo Court ALL 1,398 484 

4. Dorwalt Blvd McCle-Baker 4,179 1,521 

5. Barclay Place ALL 2,802 970 

6. The Plaza Palm-Myro 2,961 1,025 

7. Nicholas Ave. ALL 3,524 1,220 

8. Plum ST. Corn-Nich 1,213 420 

09. Rosehill Blvd Rosen-Pinerid 8,533 2,400 

10. Mt. View Ave. Rose-End 871 280 

11. Fernwood Dr. sweet-Rosen 4,015 1,390 

12. Appletree Ln. ALL 3,770 1,305 

13. Hickory Rd. ALL 3,813 1,320 

14. Stark Ave. ALL 1,444 500 

15. Cunningham CT. ALL 1,877 650 

16. HexamWest ALL 2,686 930 

17. West Holme Rd. Hex-Dov 1,040 360 

18. Thackeray CT. ALL 1,444 500 

19. Stafford Ln. ALL 3,877 1,325 

20. Cheshire Place ALL 3,408 1,180 

21. Randall Rd. ALL 5,107 1,768 

22. Avon Crest Blvd. Rand-ST.dav 5,422 1,525 

23. Lincoln Mall ALL 2,311 800 

24. Inman Rd. ALL 5,965 2,065 

25. Driscoll Place ALL 277 125 

26. Milton Keynes Dr. ALL 2,455 850 

27. Pinecrest Dr. ALL 5,488 1,900 

28. Woodfield Dr. ALL 2,426 840 

29. Timothy Ln. ALL 2,166 750 

30. Riverview Rd. ALL 3,640 1,260 

31. Hillcrest Rd. ALL 2,267 785 

32. Catalpa CT. ALL 1,473 510 

TOTAL 97,265 33179 

Lock 7 Recon / Paving project 9,035 27,300 







1 of 5 

LICENSE AGREEMENT TO USE A PORTION OF AVON CREST PARK 

This LICENSE AGREEMENT, dated      day of July 2020, by and between the TOWN 
OF NISKAYUNA, a municipal corporation in the State of New York having offices at 1 
Niskayuna Circle, Niskayuna, New York 12309 (“Town”) and DAGS BASKETBALL INC., 
a domestic business corporation registered in the State of New York, 5 Fairway Lane, 
Schenectady NY 12304, (“Dags Basketball”), for use of property owned by the Town, the 
parties hereto agree as follows: 

1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this License Agreement is to allow Dags Basketball to
use a portion of Avon Crest Park to train basketball players of all ages and skill
levels through instructional youth programs.  Dags Basketball shall open its
programs so that all residents will be given an equal opportunity to participate
regardless of race, creed, color, sex (including gender identity or expression),
national origin, sexual orientation or disability.

2. PREMISES. The Town, subject to the terms, conditions and limitations set forth
herein, hereby grants an exclusive license to Dags Basketball for use of the
basketball courts and bathroom (the “Premises”) at Avon Crest Park located at
Westmoreland Drive, Niskayuna, New York 12309 during the Term of this
LicenseAgreement.

3. FEE. The fee for this License Agreement is the sum of TWO THOUSAND FIVE
HUNDRED DOLLARS AND 00/100 CENTS ($2500.00), and other good and
valuable consideration including but not limited to the operation of a basketball
program for Town youth and improvements to the Premises.

4. TERM. The term of this License Agreement is four (4) weeks commencing
on July 6, 2020 and running through Monday August 3, 2020 on Monday,
Tuesday, and Wednesdays of the four-week period from 2:00pm – Dusk.
Dags Basketball shall have the option to renew this License Agreement for
an additional one (1) week term, provided written notice is given prior to the
end of the original four (4) week term.  Dags Basketball shall have five (5)
separate individual options to renew this License Agreement upon the same
conditions contained in this License Agreement for five (5) consecutive
weeks (end date of Monday, September 7, 2020).

5. CONDITIONS
a. Dags Basketball is granted the exclusive right to use the Premises (basketball

courts) during the term of this License Agreement from 2:00pm to dusk for
instructional basketball training and skills programs on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday.

b. Bathrooms:
i. Dags Basketball will be provided with a key to the bathrooms located the

Premises by the Town.  Dags Basketball is not permitted to make any copies
of, or have any other keys made.  If the key is lost or additional keys are
needed, Dags Basketball can obtain them from the Town at for a reasonable
replacement cost.  All keys will be returned to Town upon termination of this
License Agreement. Dags Basketball agrees to lock the bathrooms before
departing the Premises at the end of each day during the term of this License
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Agreement.  
ii. Dags Basketball agrees to pay a $200.00 deposit to the Town of Niskayuna 

by check, which will be returned at the end of this License Agreement so long 
as the keys to the bathroom at the Premises are returned to the Town.  

iii. Dags Basketball agrees to clean and disinfect the bathrooms at the Premises 
at the end of each day (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday) during the term of this 
License Agreement, at Dags’ Basketball’s expense, in accordance with the 
“Interim Guidance for Cleaning and Disinfection of Public and Private 
Facilities for COVID- 19” issued by the “New York State Department of 
Health (March 10, 2020). (“Restrooms: Clean and disinfect all restroom 
surfaces, fixtures, door knobs, push plates, and switches.”)  

iv. Dags Basketball agrees to restock the toilet paper, paper towels, and soap in 
accordance with the specifications of the Superintendent of Highways and 
Parks (Raymond Smith).   

c. Dags Basketball agrees to use the Premises in such a way as to not conflict with 
residents' use of the remainder of Avon Crest Park, including but not limited to, 
residents’ use of the tennis courts, playgrounds, and softball field. 

d. Dags Basketball agrees that its use of the Premises will abide by the laws and 
ordinances of the Town, the regulations and policies of the Town, and laws of the 
State of New York, including but not limited to Section 147-5 of the Code of the 
Town of Niskayuna (rules and regulations applicable to Town parks). Dags 
Basketball specifically affirms it understands and will strictly adhere to Section 
147-5(A) of the Code of the Town of Niskayuna, which provides: “No one shall 
throw, break or dispose of any bottle, tin can, paper, clothes, rubbish or offal of 
any description in any park under the jurisdiction or control of the Town Board. 
All items and refuse brought into a Town park shall be carried out (carry in/carry 
out).” 

e. Dags Basketball shall be solely responsible for any and all costs and expenses 
incurred as a result of Dags Basketball’s use of the Premises. 

f. Dags Basketball shall be entitled to retain any and all revenue generated by 
reason of Dags Basketball’s use of the Premises during the term of this License 
Agreement. 

g. Improvements 
i. Dags Basketball agrees to provide written notice to the Superintendent 

of Highways and Parks (Raymond Smith) prior to making any 
temporary and/or permanent improvements to the Premises (e.g, new 
basketball hoop nets and backboards), which may be sent by regular mail 
to Raymond Smith, 1 Niskayuna Circle, Niskayuna, New York, 12309, 
or by email to RSmith@niskayuna.org. 

ii. Dags Basketball agrees that it will not make any temporary and/or 
permanent improvements to the Premises without first obtaining the 
written consent of Raymond Smith. 

iii. Dags Basketball may install/maintain portable toilet rentals on the 
Premises during the term of the License Agreement, subject to obtaining 

mailto:RSmith@niskayuna.org
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approval from Raymond Smith regarding the proposed placement of 
portable toilet rentals on the Premises. 

iv. In the event Dags Basketball fails to obtain approval for any temporary or 
permanent improvements to the Premises, the Town, in its discretion, 
may remove any improvements made to the Premises by Dags Basketball, 
and Dags Basketball agrees to reimburse the Town within twenty (20) days 
after receipt of a written itemization from the Town setting forth the costs 
of removing any such unapproved improvements. 

v. Dags Basketball acknowledges and agrees that the Premises described 
herein and any and all permanent improvements thereto are the sole 
property of the Town. Dags Basketball agrees that any and all permanent 
improvements that Dags Basketball makes to the Premises shall be gifts 
to the Town and shall become the property of the Town (at no cost or 
expense to the Town) and that Dags Basketball shall have no further rights 
to such improvements. 

h. Maintenance of Premises in Safe Condition 
i. Dags Basketball shall be responsible for maintaining the Premises in a safe 

condition and repairing or replacing any Town property damaged as a 
result of Dags Basketball’s use of the Premises. The Town shall have the 
right to enter and inspect the Premises at any given time, for any reasonable 
purposes, without providing prior notice to the Dags Basketball. 

ii. In the event the Town determines that an unsafe condition exists on the 
Premises attributable to Dags Basketball’s use of the Premises, Dags 
Basketball shall correct the unsafe condition within ten (10) days after receipt 
of written notice from the Town. Upon receipt of written notice, Dags 
Basketball shall not use the Premises until the Town determines that the 
unsafe condition has been corrected. If the Club fails to correct the unsafe 
condition with ten (10) days after the date of the written notice, the Town 
shall have the right to correct the condition at Dags Basketball’s expense. 
Dags Basketball agrees to reimburse the Town within twenty (20) days after 
receipt of a written itemization from the Town setting forth the reasonable 
costs incurred in connection with correcting the unsafe condition.  

iii. Dags Basketball hereby agrees, represents, and warrants that Dags 
Basketball, its officers, agents, and employees, nor participants will use or 
visit the Premises if subject to quarantine or required to quarantine for a 
period of 14 days pursuant to Governor Cuomo’s Executive Order 205 
(https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-205-quarantine-restrictions-
travelers-arriving-new-york).   

iv. Dags Basketball hereby agrees, represents, and warrants that neither the 
undersigned nor such participating children shall visit or utilize the Premises 
if he or she (1) exhibits symptoms of COVID-19, including, without 
limitation, fever, cough or of breath; (2) tested positive for COVID-19, 
regardless of whether the individual is symptomatic or asymptomatic; in the 
past 14 days; and/or  (3)  knowingly been in close or proximate contact in the 
past 14 days with anyone who has tested positive for COVID-19 or who has 
or had symptoms of COVID-19 in the past 14 days. Dags Basketball agrees 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-205-quarantine-restrictions-travelers-arriving-new-york
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-205-quarantine-restrictions-travelers-arriving-new-york
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to immediately notify the Deputy Town Attorney (Alexis Kim; 
akim@niskayuna.org)  if there is reason to believe that any of the foregoing 
access/use restrictions may apply.  For example, if Dags Basketball learns 
that someone who attended the Premises tested positive for COVID-19 or that 
was in close proximity to someone who tested positive for COVID-19, Dags 
Basketball will immediately (Regardless of the time of day/night) contact 
Alexis Kim for purposes of determining whether contact tracing is necessary.  

v. Dags Basketball represents and affirms that it has reviewed and understand 
the "Interim Guidance for Sports and Recreation during the COVID-19 Public 
Health Emergency” issued by the New York State Department of Health,1 
and intends to adhere to the guidelines when using the Premises.  
Additionally, prior to July 6, 2020, Dags Basketball represents that it has 
completed the New York Forward Business Affirmation 
(https://forms.ny.gov/s3/ny-forward-affirmation). 

vi. Dags Basketball agrees to provide the Town (Deputy Town Attorney, Alexis 
Kim (Akim@niskayuna.org) with a copy of its written reopening safety plan 
on or before July 6, 2020, and agrees to provide the Town with any 
amendments to the safety plan.  

i. Insurance 
i. Dags Basketball shall secure and maintain commercial general liability 

insurance for the entire term of this License Agreement. The insurance 
policy shall be in the amount of not less than one million dollars 
($1,000,000) for each occurrence. The company that issues the policy must 
be authorized to do business in the State of New York. The “Town of 
Niskayuna” shall be named as an additional insured. 

ii. On or before July 6, 2020, Dags Basketball agrees to provide the Town with 
a certificate of insurance naming the Town as additional insured. Dags 
Basketball may send the certificate of insurance by regular mail to Alexis 
Kim, Deputy Town Attorney, 1 Niskayuna Circle, Niskayuna, New York 
12309 or by email (akim@niskayuna.com)   

j. Tournaments and Functions 
i. Dags Basketball must obtain the Town’s written authorization before it 

conducts a tournament or hosts a function involving more than two teams not 
a member of Dags Basketball at the Premises. 

ii. Dags Basketball agrees to provide the Parks Department (Julie Lohre) 
with a schedule of all tournaments and functions involving more than two 
teams not a member of Dags Basketball to be held at the Premises. Any such 
schedule may be sent by regular mail to Julie Lohre, 1 Niskayuna Circle, 
Niskayuna, New York 12309, or by email to JLohre@niskayuna.org. 

6. NOTICE. The following individuals is designed by Dags Basketball and authorized to 
receive any and all communications pertaining to this License Agreement from the 
Town: Steve Dagostino. 518-225-0967; Steve@dagsbasketball.com  

 
1 https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationMasterGuidance.pdf  

mailto:akim@niskayuna.org
https://forms.ny.gov/s3/ny-forward-affirmation
mailto:Akim@niskayuna.org
mailto:JLohre@niskayuna.org
mailto:Steve@dagsbasketball.com
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationMasterGuidance.pdf
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LICENSE AGREEMENT 
' It  

This LICENSE AGREEMENT (the "Agreement"), dated this .-Cfa day of 
  20 /4, by and between the TOWN OF NISKAYUNA, a municipal 

corporation, having offices at One Niskayuna, Circle, Niskayuna, New York (the "Town"), and 
the NISKAYUNA LACROSSE CLUB, INC., P.O. Box 9334, Niskayuna, New York (the 
"Club"), a not-for-profit corporation, do hereby agree as follows: 

1. PURPOSE: The purpose of this Agreement is to allow the Club to use a portion of a park 
located in the Town of Niskayuna to provide recreational lacrosse opportunity for the 
residents of the Town, including instructional and competition level lacrosse for the Town's 
youth. The Club shall open its programs so that all Town residents will be given an equal 
opportunity to participate regardless of sex, creed or race. 

2. PREMISES: The Town, subject to the terms, conditions and limitations set forth herein, 
grants a license to the Club for use of the former skateboard park, currently known as the 
"Lacrosse Box" or "Box" (the "Premises") located at Blatnick Park, River Road (the "Park"). 

3. FEE: 

a. The fee for this Agreement is the sum of ONE AND 00/100 ($1.00) DOLLAR per 
year and other good and valuable consideration including, but not limited to the 
operation of lacrosse programs for the Town's youth. 

b. In addition to the yearly license fee above, commencing in the year 2014 and within 
thirty (30) days after the resurfacing has been completed and the work accepted by 
the Town, and on April ls t  of each year thereafter, the Club shall pay to the Town 
the sum of THREE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED AND 00/100 ($3,400.00) 
DOLLARS for a period of five (5) years, for improvements made at the Premises as 
shown in Schedule A, attached hereto and made a part hereof, which may be 
amended from time to time upon mutual agreement between the Club and the 
Town. This condition shall remain applicable in the event that this Agreement is 
revoked or expires. 

4. TERM: The term of this Agreement is from March 1 to November 30 each year for ten 
(10) years commencing March 1, 2014 and running through November 30, 2024. 

5. CONDITIONS: 

a. The Club acknowledges and agrees that the Premises described herein and any 
and all improvements thereto, including any and all improvements made by the 
Club, are the sole property of the Town. 

b. The Club shall not make any improvements to the Premises that have a value of 
more than $1,000.00 without the prior written consent of the Town. 

c. The Club agrees that during the term of this Agreement, that the Club's 
maintenance responsibility shall include, but not be limited to, maintaining the 
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Premises and facilities located at the Premises, including any port-a-johns, 
concession stands, and storage in a safe condition. 

d. The Town shall have the right to inspect the Premises at any time without notice 
to the Club. In the event that the Town determines that an unsafe condition exists 
that has not been affirmatively caused by the Town or by public use of the 
Premises the Club shall correct the condition as reasonably required by the Town 
within thirty (30) days after receipt of written notice of the unsafe condition from 
the Town to the Club. The Club agrees that upon receipt of the notice from the 
Town of an unsafe condition that the Club shall not use the Premises until such 
time as the unsafe condition is corrected to the Town's reasonable satisfaction. If 
the Club fails to correct the unsafe condition within thirty (30) days of notice from 
the Town, the Town shall have the right to correct the condition at the Club's 
expense. It is agreed by the Club that if the Club fails to reimburse the Town in 
full for the cost of the correction of the unsafe condition within sixty (60) days 
after receipt of the Club of a written itemization of the cost from the Town, this 
Agreement shall terminate thirty (30) days following the Club's failure to pay the 
amount due. 

e. The Club shall be solely responsible for any and all costs incurred as a result of 
the Club's use of the Premises, including but not limited to, the cost of operating 
lights, scoreboards or concessions, provided, however, and notwithstanding 
Section 5c above, the Town shall be solely responsible for all normal 
maintenance of the Box, including the repair and/or replacement of wood, plastic 
partitions and the playing surface of the Box, drainage repairs or other repairs 
deemed appropriate by the Town for the safe operation of the Premises. The 
Town will maintain the Box in accordance with the reasonable requests of the 
Club. 

f. The Club shall comply with any and all State, County and/or local laws, rules, 
ordinances or regulations governing the preparation, sale and service of food and 
beverages. 

g. On or before the beginning date of this Agreement, the Club shall provide the 
Town with a policy of liability insurance in which the Town shall be named as an 
additional insured. The policy of insurance shall provide for a policy limit of not 
less than one million ($1,000,000) dollars. The company issuing the policy of 
insurance shall be a company authorized to do business in the State of New York. 

h. The Club agrees to indemnify, defend and hold the Town harmless from and 
against any and all claims, costs and expenses, including attorney's fees, arising 
out of or in any way connected with the use of the Premises by the Club, or any 
member, officer, coach, volunteer, employee, participant or spectator of the Club 
during Club activities. 
To the extent not provided under Section 51 below, the Club shall provide the 
Town with twenty (20) days written notice of any tournament or function 
involving more than two teams not a member of Club. 

j. 	The Club shall provide to the Town on or before April l g  of each year during the 
term of this Agreement or any extension thereto, with a written financial 
statement itemizing the Club's annual income and expenses or a copy of the 
Club's Form 990 for the previous year.. 
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k. 	The Club shall have the right to erect non-political advertising signs on the 
Premises. All advertising signs shall be of professional quality. Any advertising 
signs that would be visible from River Road shall not be erected without the prior 
written approval of the Town. Advertising signs shall not be higher than four feet 
or longer than eight feet. No advertising signs shall be erected which promote the 
use or tobacco or consumption of alcoholic beverages. 

1. 	The Club is granted preliminary use of the Premises during the Term of this 
Agreement beginning March r t  and ending November 30 th  each year. The Club 
agrees to provide the Town with a schedule of its use of the Premises on or before 
January 31" of each year of this Agreement or shall forfeit this preliminary use for 
such year. The parties shall adjust the schedule, if necessary, by March 15 th  of 
each year so as to avoid scheduling conflicts. The Club agrees to use the Premises 
in such a way as to not conflict with Town's residents' use of the of the tennis 
courts and the pavilion located at the Park. When not in use by the Club, the 
Premises shall be open to Town residents. 

m. The Club designates the President of the Club who shall be authorized to receive 
any and all necessary notices from Town to the Club. The Club shall provide the 
Town with the name and email address of the President each year on or before 
April 1". 

n. The Club shall not have the right to assign this Agreement to any other party. 

6. TERMINATION: This Agreement may be terminated at any time by the Town with or 
without cause. In such event, the Town shall provide the Club a written notice of intent to 
terminate this Agreement, specifying the effective date of termination, the reasons therefor, if 
any, and providing a reasonable cure period, not to exceed thirty (30) days, that will allow 
Club to correct a failure or breach prior to the effective date of termination. The effective 
date of termination may be any date following the expiration of the cure period specified in 
the notice of intent to terminate. Except as otherwise provided herein, the Club may 
terminate this Agreement with or without cause at any time. 

7. MODIFICATION: This Agreement shall not be changed, modified or altered except by 
written agreement of the Town and the Club. 

8. ENTIRE AGREEMENT: This Agreement contains the entire agreement of the parties 
with regard to its subject matter and purpose as set forth in this Agreement. This Agreement 
is intended to replace any and all existing agreements between the Town and the Club. 

9. SEVERABILITY: Should any provision of this Agreement be deemed invalid or 
unenforceable, the remainder of this Agreement shall not be affected and each term and 
condition of this agreement shall be valid and enforceable to the fullest extent permitted by 
law. 

10.CHOICE OF LAW: This Agreement is governed by the laws of the State of New York. 
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11.EXECUTION: Each party covenants with the other that it has full authority to enter into 
and perform its obligations under this Agreement and the persons executing this Agreement 
on their behalf are duly authorized to do so by all requisite action. 

12.NOTICE: All notices to be given under this Agreement shall be in writing, addressed to 
the party as first set forth above and forwarded by (a) depositing it with the United States 
postal service, or any official successor thereto, with adequate postage prepaid, (b) by 
depositing it with a reputable overnight courier service, or (c) by personal delivery and by 
forwarding a copy by email to the party. Each Notice shall be effective upon being so 
deposited in the case of (a) and (b) above or upon delivery in the case of item (c) above. 
Rejection or other refusal by the addressee to accept or receipt the delivery, or the inability to 
deliver because of a changed address of which no Notice was given, shall be deemed to be 
the receipt of the notice sent. Any party shall have the right from time to time to change the 
address or individual's attention to which Notices to it shall be sent by giving the other party 
at least ten (10) days' prior notice thereof. 

THE NEXT PAGE IS THE SIGNATURE PAGE. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Town and the Club have respectively executed this 
Agreement as of the day and year first above written. 

TOWN OF NISKAYUNA 

NISKAYUNA LACROSSE CLUB, INC. 

-)--e--- )  Jo Sweeney, President" 
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